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GOLDEN  LINKS. 


$mt  fag. 

ONE. 

ANE  by  one,  (bright  gifts  from  Heaven,) 
\J  Joys  are  sent  thee  here  below ; 
Take  them  readily  when  given, 
Ready,  too,  to  let  them  go, 

A.  A.  Procter. 

TWO. 

The  heart  that  God  breaks  with  affliction's  rod 
Oft,  like  the  flower  when  stricken  by  the  storm, 
Rises  from  earth,  more  steadfastly  to  turn 
Itself  to  heaven. 

7 


8 


GOLDEN  LINKS. 


THREE. 

The  best  will"  is  our  Father's  will ; 
And  we  may  rest  there  calm  and  still ; 
Oh,  make  it  hour  by  hour  thy  own, 
And  wish  for  naught  but  that  alone 
Which  pleases  God. 

Paul  Gerhardt. 

FOUR. 

Faith  in  our  hearts  is,  as  it  were,  the  hand 
which  we  stretch  forth  to  receive  all  the  gifts 
of  God's  grace.  We  receive  salvation  of 
God's  free  grace;  yet  we  must  believe  that 
we  may  be  saved ;  we  must  stretch  out  the 
hand  of  faith,  and  lay  hold  of  the  salvation 
freely  offered  us.  And  it  is  just  the  same 
with  the  promised  blessings  of  rest  and  peace 
amid  all  the  agitations  of  life.  God  has  pro- 
mised it;  God  is  ready  to  give  it,  but  we 
must  receive  it  by  faith. 

FIVE. 

Joy  is  like  restless  day  ;  but  peace  divine 
Like  quiet  night. 


FIRST  DA  Y. 
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Lead  me,  0  Lord,  till  perfect  day  shall  shine, 
Through  Peace  to  Light. 

A.  A.  Procter. 

SIX. 

Soon  —  and  forever  !  such  promise  we  trust, 
Though  "  ashes  to  ashes,"  and  "  dust  unto 
dust," 

Soon  — and  forever  our  union  shall  be 
Made  perfect,  our  glorious  Eedeemer,  in  Thee. 
When  the  sins  and  the  sorrows  of  time  shall 
be  o'er  ; 

Its  pangs  and  its  partings  remembered  no 
more  ; 

Where  life  cannot  fail,  and  where  death  cannot 
sever, 

Christians  with  Christ  shall  be,  soon  — and 
forever. 

Monsell. 

SEVEN. 

Soon  —  and  forever,  the  work  shall  be  done, 
The  warfare  accomplished,  the  victory  won  ; 
Soon  — and  forever,  the  soldier  lay  down 
His  sword  for  a  harp,  and  his  cross  for  a  crown. 
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Then  droop  not  in  sorrow,  despond  not  m  fear, 
1  glorious  to-morrow  is  brightening  and  near, 
When,  blessed  reward  of  each  faithful  en- 
deavor  —  , 
Christians  with  Christ  shall  be,  soon -and 

forever  ! 

Idem. 

EIGHT. 

Lord,  shall  we  grumble  when  Thy  flames  do 

scourge  us? 
Our  sins  breathe  fire;  that  fire  returns  to 

rjiircre  us. 

Lord,  what  an  alchemist  art  Thou,  Whose  skill 
Transmutes  to  perfect  good  from  perfect  ill] 

XIXE. 

Be  not  afraid  to  pray -to  pray  is  right : 
Pray,  if  thou  canst,  with  hope ;  hut  ever  pray. 
Though  hope  be  weak,  or  siek  with  long  delay ; 
Pray  in  the  darkness,  if  there  be  no  light. 

TEX. 

There  is  no  dearth  of  kindness 
In  this  world  of  ours, 


FIRST  DA  Y. 
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Only,  in  our  blindness, 

We  gather  thorns  for  flowers. 


ELEVEN. 

He  prayeth  best  who  loveth  best 
All  things,  both  great  and  small ; 

For  the  dear  God  who  loveth  us, 
He  made  and  loveth  all. 

Coleridge. 


Rouse  to  some  high  and  holy  work  of  love, 
And  thou  an  angel's  happiness  shalt  know; 

Shall  bless  the  earth  while  in  the  world  above ; 
The  good  begun  by  thee  while  here  below, 
Shall  like  a  river  run,  and  broader  flow. 


TWELVE. 


12  GOLD  EX  L  INKS. 
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Second  fag. 

ONE. 

UE  hands  we  open  of  our  own  free  will, 
And  the  good  flies,  which  we  can  ne'er 

recall.  ' 

Gcethe. 


TWO. 

Lord,,  pardon  what  I  have  been :  sanctify 
what  I  am ;  and  order  what  I  shall  he,  that 
Thine  may  he  the  glory,  and  mine  the  eternal 
salvation,  through  Christ  our  Lord. 


THREE. 

I  love  to  think  that  God  appoints 

My  portion  day  by  day  ; 
Events  of  life  are  in  His  hand ; 

And  I  would  only  say, 
"  Appoint  them  in  Thy  own  good  time, 

And  in  Thine  own  best  way  ; 
All  things  shall  mingle  for  my  good,— 
I  would  not  change  them  if  I  could, 

Nor  alter  Thy  decree. 


SECOND  DA  Y. 
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Thou  art  above,  and  I  below  ! 
1  Thy  will  be  done  ! '  and  even  so  ; 
For  so  it  pleaseth  Thee  ! ' ' 

A.  L.  Waring. 

FOUR. 

If  we  take  care  to  keep  a  good  conscience, 
we  may  leave  it  to  God  to  take  care  of  our 
good  name. 


FIVE, 

God's  sweet  dews  and  showers  of  grace 
slide  off  the  mountains  of  pride,  and  fall  on 
the  low  valleys  of  humble  hearts,  and  make 
them  pleasant  and  fertile. 

Leighton. 

SIX. 

So  oft  the  doing  of  God's  will 

Our  foolish  wills  undoeth ! 
And  yet  what  idle  dream  breaks  ill, 

That  morning  light  subdueth  ? 
And  who  would  murmur  or  misdoubt 
When  God's  great  sunrise  finds  him  out? 

E.  B.  Browning. 
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SEVEN. 

Can  two  lines  teach  a  lesson  from  above  ?  ^ 
Yes,  one  can  give  a  volume— "  God  is  love 

Legh  Richmond. 

EIGHT. 

Blest  is  onr  lot,  whate'er  befall, 
Who  can  affright,  or  who  appall, 
Since,  as  our  Strength,  our  Rock,  our  all, 
Jesus,  we  cling  to  thee  ? 

NINE. 

No  word  is  sung  more  sweet  than  this ; 
No  name  is  heard  more  full  of  bliss  ;  ^ 
No  thought  brings  sweeter  comfort  nigh, 
Than  Jesu,  Son  of  God  most  high. 

TEN. 

The  steps  of  faith 
Fall  on  the  seeming  void,  and  find 
The  Rock  beneath. 

Whittier. 


THIRD  DAY. 
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ELEVEN. 

God  never  sends  an  angel  to  afflict  a  human 
sonl,  but  another  follows  in  its  footsteps,  to 
heal  and  to  bless. 

TWELVE. 

Two  duties  must  run  through  a  Christian's 
life, —  like  the  warp  through  the  woof, — bless- 
ing and  trusting. 


©hint  lag. 


ONE. 

ONE  by  one  thy  griefs  shall  meet  thee  ; 
Do  not  fear  an  armed  band ; 
One  will  fade  as  others  meet  thee, 
Shadows  passing  through  the  land. 

A.  A.  Procter. 

TWO. 

Teach  me,  my  God  and  King, 
In  all  things  Thee  to  see, 

And  what  I  do  in  anything 
To  do  it  as  for  Thee. 

George  Herbert. 
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THREE. 

The  words  we  daily  speak  may  lightly  drop, 
And  yet,  like  pebbles  in  the  ocean  thrown, 

May  in  their  widening  circles  never  stop 
Until  they  reach  the  everlasting  throne. 


FOUR. 

He  that  is  slow  to  anger  is  better  than  the 
mighty;  and  he  that  rnleth  his  spirit,  than 
he  that  taketh  a  city. 

Prov.  xvi.  32. 


FIVE. 

For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave 
His  only-begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believ- 
eth  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  ever- 
lasting life. 

St.  John  iii.  16. 

SIX. 

So  graciously  our  cup  is  crowned, 

And  mixed  with  loving  care, 
The  drops  of  bitterness  are  found 

The  best  ingredients  there. 


THIRD  DAY. 
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The  flame  that  should  our  dross  destroy 

So  tempered  is  by  Thee, 
Instead  of  pain,  a  place  of  joy 

The  furnace  proves  to  be. 

SE  VEN. 

Storms  may  gather  o'er  thy  path, 
All  the  ties  of  life  may  sever ; 

Still,  amid  the  fear  and  death, 
God  forsakes  the  righteous  never ! 

Mrs.  Southey. 

EIGHT. 

Every  hour  that  fleets  so  slowly 

Has  its  task  to  do  or  bear ; 
Luminous  the  crown,  and  holy, 

If  thou  set  each  gem  with  care. 

A.  A.  Procter. 

NINE. 

Nearer  to  Thee,  my  God, 

Nearer  to  Thee, — 
E'en  though  it  be  a  cross 

That  raiseth  me ; 
Still  all  my  song  shall  be, 
2*  B 
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Nearer,  my  God,  to  Thee, 
Nearer  to  Thee. 

Adams. 

TEN 

Though  I  have  not  all  I  would, 
Though  to  greater  bliss  I  go, 

Every  present  gift  of  good 
To  eternal  love  I  owe. 

Waring. 

ELEVEN. 

My  God,  my  Father,  —  while  I  stray 

Far  from  my  home,  on  life's  rough  way, 
0  teach  me  from  my  heart  to  say, 
Thy  will  be  done. 

Renew  my  will  from  day  to  day, 
Blend  it  with  Thine,  and  take  away 
All  that  now  makes  it  hard  to  say, 
Thy  will  be  done. 

Elliott. 

TWELVE. 

The  pleasantest  things  in  the  world  are 
pleasant  thoughts,  and  the  greatest  art  in  life 
is  to  have  as  many  of  them  as  possible. 


dfotirtft  lag. 


OiV#. 

ORDER  my  steps  in  Thy  word,  and  let  not 
any  iniquity  have  dominion  over  me. 

Ps.  cxix.  138. 

TWO. 

Abide  with  me  from  morn  till  eve, 
For  without  Thee  I  cannot  live ; 
Abide  with  me  when  night  is  nigh, 
For  without  Thee  I  dare  not  die. 

Keble. 

THREE. 

Thou  knowest  our  bitterness  —  our  joys  are 
Thine  — 

No  stranger  Thou  to  all  our  wanderings  wild , 
Nor  could  we  bear  to  think  how  every  line 

Of  us,  Thy  darkened  image  and  denied, 
Stands  in  full  sunshine  of  Thy  piercing  eye, 

But  that  Thou  callest  us  Brethren ;  sweet 
repose 

19 
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Is  in  that  word— the  Lord  who  dwells  on  high 
Knows  all,  yet  loves  us  better  than  He 
knows. 

Idem. 

FOUR. 

Freely  Thou  givest,  and  Thy  word 

Is,  "  Freely  give." 
He  only  who  forgets  to  hoard, 

Has  learned  to  live. 

Idem. 

FIVE. 

For  Thee  alone  we  would  employ 

Whate'er  Thy  bounteous  grace  hath  given  ; 
Would  run  our  course  with  even  joy, 

And  closely  walk  with  Thee  to  heaven. 

Wesley. 

SIX. 

Saviour,  grant  me,  with  the  blessed 
Of  Thy  rest  to  be  possessed, 
And  amid  the  joys  it  bringeth, 
Sing  the  song  that  none  else  singeth. 

SEVEN. 

Your  disposition  will  be  suitable  to  that 
which  you  most  frequently  think  on ;  for  the 


FO  URTII  DA  Y. 
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soul  is,  as  it  were,  tinged  with  the  color  and 

complexion  of  its  own  thoughts. 

Marcus  Antonius. 

EIGHT. 

0  let  Thy  love,  with  sweet  control, 
Bind  all  the  passions  of  my  soul ; 
Bid  every  vanity  depart, 
And  dwell  forever  in  my  heart. 

NINE. 

New  mercies  each  returning  day, 

Hover  around  us  while  we  pray  ; 

New  perils  past,  new  sins  forgiven, 

New  thoughts  of  God,  new  hopes  of  heaven. 

Keble. 

TEN. 

I  wonder  many  times,  that  ever  a  child  of  God 
should  have  a  sad  heart,  considering  what  the 
Lord  is  preparing  for  him. 

Rutherford. 

ELEVEN. 

Every  day  and  every  night  speak  the  good- 
ness of  God,  and  when  they  have  finished 
their  testimony,  leave  it  to  the  next  day  and 
night  to  say  the  same. 

Henry. 
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TWELVE. 

Thou  art  the  Way,  the  Truth,  the  Life ; 

Grant  us  that  way  to  know, 
That  truth  to  keep,  that  life  to  win, 

Whose  joys  eternal  flow. 


4P  !»8- 

ONE. 

OTHOU  to  whose  all-searching  sight 
The  darkness  shineth  as  the  light, 
Search,  prove  my  heart;  it  looks  to  Thee ; 
0  burst  its  bonds  and  set  it  free  ! 
Wash  out  its  stains,  remove  its  dross, 
Bind  my  affections  to  the  cross : 
Hallow  each  thought,  let  all  within 
Be  clean,  as  Thou,  my  Lord,  art  clean. 

TWO. 

If  thou  wouldst  reap  in  love, 

First  sow  in  holy  fear  ; 
So  life  a  winter's  morn  may  prove 

To  a  bright  endless  year. 

Keble. 


FIFTH  DA  Y. 
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THREE. 

The  waters  beside  which  the  heavenly  Shep- 
herd leads  His  flock  are  pure  and  healing  ;  soft 
and  limpid  is  their  flow,  and  silvery  is  their 
gliding  voice. 

Stevenson. 

FOUR. 

Faint  not,  Christian  !  though  the  world 
Has  its  hostile  flag  unfurled  ; 
Hold  the  cross  of  Jesus  fast, 
Thou  shalt  overcome  at  last. 

Faint  not,  Christian  !  though  within 
There 's  a  heart  so  prone  to  sin ; 
Christ,  the  Lord,  is  over  all, 
He  '11  not  suffer  thee  to  fall. 

FIVE, 

Faint  not,  Christian  !  though  thy  God 
Smite  thee  with  His  chastening  rod, 
Smite  He  must,  with  father's  care, 
That  He  may  His  love  declare. 
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Faint  not,  Christian !  look  on  high, 
See  the  harpers  in  the  sky  ; 
Patient  wait,  and  thou  wilt  join, 
Chant  with  them  of  love  divine. 

SIX. 

Lord  of  all  power  and  might,  who  art  the 
Author  and  Giver  of  all  good  things,  graft  in 
our  hearts  the  love  of  Thy  name,  increase  in 
us  true  religion,  nourish  us  with  all  goodness, 
and  of  Thy  great  mercy  keep  us  in  the  same, 
through  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord.  Amen. 

SEVEN. 

Still  to  the  lowly  soul 

He  doth  Himself  impart, 
And  for  His  cradle  and  His  throne 

Chooseth  the  pure  in  heart. 

EIGHT. 

All  unseen  the  Master  walketh 
By  the  toiling  servant's  side ; 

Comfortable  words  he  speaketh 

While  His  hands  uphold  and  guide. 


FIFTH  DAY. 
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Grief,  nor  pain,  nor  any  sorrow 

Eends  thy  heart,  to  Him  unknown; 

He  to-day,  and  He  to-morrow, 
Grace  sufficient  gives  His  own. 

Holy  strivings  nerve  and  strengthen, 
Long  endurance  wins  the  crown  ; 

When  the  evening  shadows  lengthen, 
Thou  shalt  lay  thy  burden  down. 


NINE. 

Lord,  I  have  lain 
Barren  too  long,  and  fain 
I  would  redeem  the  time,  that  I  may  be 

Frui  tful  to  Thee ; 
Fruitful  in  knowledge,  faith,  obedience, 

Ere  I  go  hence. 


TEN. 

The  least  flower,  with  a  brimming  cup,  may 
stand 

And  share  its  dew-drop  with  another  near. 
3 
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ELEVEN. 

Lord,  make  me  what  Thou  wilt,  so  Thou  wilt 
take 

What  Thou  dost  make, 
Aud  not  disdain 
To  house  me,  though  among  Thy  coarsest  grain. 

TWELVE. 

They  that  trust  in  the  Lord  shall  find  their 
strength  renewed  day  by  day.  When  they 
think  themselves  powerless  and  exhausted, 
suddenly  their  wings  shall  sprout  like  those 
of  the  eagle.  They  shall  run,  and  not  be 
weary  ;  they  shall  walk,  and  not  faint.  Ad- 
vance, then,  pious  soul,  advance  ;  and  when 
you  believe  yourself  at  the  last  gasp,  redouble 
your  zeal  and  courage,  for  the  Lord  will  sus- 
tain you.  Bozsuet. 


OiV#. 

OH,  Father !  not  my  will  but  Thine  be  done. ' ' 
So  spake  the  Son. 
Be  this  our  charm,  mellowing  Earth's  ruder 
noise 

Of  griefs  and  joys  ; 
That  we  may  cling  forever  to  Thy  breast 
In  perfect  rest. 

Keble. 

TWO. 

Puzzle  thee  the  paths  of  duty 
As  their  varied  course  they  run  ? 

Oh,  linger  not  in  wilds  of  doubting, 
Strike  into  the  nearest  one. 


THREE, 

A  wide,  rich  heaven  hangs  above  you,  but 
it  hangs  high.  A  wide,  rough  world  is  around 
you,  and  it  lies  very  low. 

Ik.  Marvel. 
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FOVB. 

For  mercies,  countless  as  the  sands, 

Which  daily  I  receive 
From  Jesus'  my  Redeemer's  hands, 

YIv  soul,  what  canst  thou  give  . 

The  test  return  for  one  like  me, 
So  wretched,  and  so  poor, 

Is  from  His  gifts  to  draw  a  plea, 
And  ask  Him  still  for  more. 


tfewton. 


FIVE. 

the  harp  of  Gabriel 


more  welcome  to  Jehovah  than  the  cry  of  the 


There  is  no  note  on 
uiore  welcome  to  Jehovs 

penitent  for  mercy,  or  the  supplication  ol  a 
child  for  grace.  r  ^ 

SIX. 

Sow,  though  the  rock  repel  thee, 
In  its  cold  and  sterile  pride  ; 

Some  cleft  there  may  be  riven 
Where  the  little  seed  may  hide. 


SIXTH  DAY 
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SEVEN. 

Oh  !  why  and  whether  ?  God  knows  all  — 

I  only  know  that  He  is  good ; 
And  that  whatever  may  befall, 

Or  here  or  there,  will  be  the  best  that  could. 

That,  o'er  the  crucible  of  pain, 
Watches  the  tender  eye  of  Love  ; 

The  slow  transmuting  of  the  chain, 

Whose  links  are  iron  below,  to  gold  above ! 

EIGHT. 

Each  moment  drawr  from  earth  away 
My  heart  that  lowly  waits  Thy  call ; 

Speak  to  my  inmost  soul,  and  say, 
"  I  am  thy  love,  thy  God,  thy  all !  " 

To  feel  Thy  power,  to  hear  Thy  voice, 

To  taste  Thy  love,  be  all  my  choice. 

Tersteegen. 

NINE. 

The  body  is  the  soul's  house,  and,  as  the 
house  grows  old,  it  often  lets  in  upon  its  in- 
habitants, light  from  Heaven  through  the 
chinks  made  by  time. 
3* 
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TEN. 

Has  it  never  occurred  to  us,  when  sur- 
rounded by  sorrows,  that  they  may  be  sent 
to  us  only  for  our  instruction,  as  we  darken 
the  eyes  of  birds  when  we  wish  to  teach  them 
to  sing  ? 

Jean  Paul. 

ELEVEN. 
If  thou  could'st  trust,  poor  soul, 
In  Him  who  rules  the  whole, 
Thou  would'st  find  peace  and  rest ; 
Wisdom  and  Sight  are  well,  but  Trust  is  best. 

A.  A.  Procter. 

TWELVE. 

Blessed  are  those  who  die  for  God, 

And  earn  the  Martyr's  crown  of  light, 

Yet  he  who  lives  for  God  may  be 
A  greater  conqueror  in  His  sight. 

Idem. 


mntlx  fajr. 


ONE. 

SIN  is  never  overcome  by  looking  at  it,  but 
by  looking  away  from  it,  to  Him  who  bore 
our  sins,  yours  and  mine,  on  the  cross.  The 
heart  is  never  won  back  to  God  by  thinking 
that  we  ought  to  love  Him,  but  by  learning 
what  He  is,  all  worthy  of  our  love.  True 
repentance  begins  with  the  love  of  God. 
The  Holy  Spirit  teaches  us  to  know,  and, 
therefore,  to  love  God. 

Staupitz. 

TWO. 

Oh,  meekly  take  what  Heaven  bestows; 

And,  like  its  own  fair  flowers, 
Look  up  in  sunshine  with  a  smile, 

And  gently  bend  in  showers. 

THREE. 

While  here,  to  do  His  will  be  mine, 
And  His  to  fix  my  time  of  rest. 

FOUR. 

Betake  thee  to  thy  Christ,  then,  and  repose 
Thyself,  in  all  extremities,  on  those 
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His  everlasting  arms, 
Wherewith  He  girds  the  heavens,  and  upholds 
The  pillars  of  the  earth,  and  safely  folds 

His  faithful  flock  from  harms. 
Cleave  close  to  Him  by  faith,  and  let  the  bands 
Of  love  tie  thee  in  thy  Redeemer's  hands. 

Quarles. 

FIVE. 

Life  abounds  with  circumstances  calculated 
to  manifest  what  are  a  person's  real  prin- 
ciples; and  whenever  there  is  a  desire  of 
glorifying  God,  the  transactions  of  every  day 
will  yield  opportunities  for  doing  so ;  as  they 
will  also  afford  means  for  serving  self  and 
the  world. 

SIX. 
Chbist. 

He  is  a  path,  if  any  be  misled; 

He  is  a  robe,  if  any  naked  be; 
If  any  chance  to  hunger,  He  is  bread ; 

If  any  be  a  bondman,  He  is  free; 

If  any  be  but  weak,  how  strong  is  He,— 
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To  dead  men  life  He  is,  to  sick  men  health, 
To  blind  men  sight,  and  to  the  needy,  wealth— 
A  pleasure  without  loss,  a  treasure  without 
stealth. 

Giles  Fletcher. 

SEVEN. 

It  is  the  wisdom  and  duty  of  every  one  of 
us  solemnly  to  commit  our  spirits  into  the 
hands  of  God,  to  be  sanctified  by  His  grace, 
devoted  to  His  honor,  employed  in  His  ser- 
vice, and  fitted  for  His  kingdom. 

EIGHT. 

Good,  kind,  true,  holy  words,  dropt  in  con- 
versation, may  be  little  thought  of,  but  they 
are  like  seeds  of  flowers,  or  fruitful  tree,  fall- 
ing by  the  wayside,  borne  by  some  bird  afar, 
haply  thereafter  to  fringe  with  beauty  some 
heretofore  barren  mountain-side,  or  make 
some  nook  of  the  wilderness  to  rejoice. 

NINE. 

The  memory  should  not  be  like  a  child's 
pocket  — filled  with  trash  ;  but  like  the  ark 
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of  the  testimony,  in  which  the  tables  of  the 
law  were  laid  up.  We  are  very  apt  to  com- 
plain of  bad  memories;  and  they  are  bad 
enough,  for  they  retain  what  ought  to  be  lost, 
and  they  lose  what  they  should  retain. 

TEN. 

Methinks 

Wisdom  is  oft-times  nearer  when  we  stoop, 
Than  when  we  soar. 

ELEVEN. 
But  half  we  feel 
Renunciation  of  a  precious  joy, 
When  we  have  deemed  its  tenure  insecure. 

Gcethe. 

TWELVE. 

That  which  issues  from  the  heart,  alone, 
Will  blend  the  hearts  of  others  to  your  own. 

Idem. 


(SigMt  fag. 


ONE. 

IN  this  dim  world  of  clouding  cares 
We  rarely  know,  till  'wildered  eyes 
See  white  wings  lessening  up  the  skies 
The  angels  with  us  unawares. 

Strange  glory  gleams  through  life's  wild  rents, 
And  through  the  open  door  of  death 
We  see  the  heaven  that  beckoneth 

To  the  beloved  going  hence. 

Gerald  Massey. 

TWO. 

To  me  the  meanest  flower  that  blows  can  give 
Thoughts  that  do  often  lie  too  deep  for  tears. 

Wordsworth. 

THREE. 

Bitter  Words. 
Give  them  no  birth,  altho'  they  rage  and  swell 
Within  thy  bosom,  as  the  ocean-waves 
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Foam  in  the  tempest.    Let  the  struggle  be 
To  quell  their  rising,  as  the  angry  sea 
Sinks  into  quiet,  at  the  potent  word 
Of  Him  who  also  giveth  thee  the  might 
To  calm  thy  passions  to  serenity. 

FOUR. 

From  idle  words,  that  restless  throng 

And  haunt  our  hearts  when  we  would  pray, 

From  Pride's  false  chime,  and  jarring  wrong, 
Seal  Thou  my  lips,  and  guard  the  way. 

Keble. 

FIVE. 

Far  better  we  should  cross  His  lightning's 
path, 

Than  be  according  to  our  idols  heard, 

And  God  should  take  us  at  our  own  vain  word. 

Idem. 

SIX. 

Strength  is  given  us,  and  a  field  for  labor  ; 
Boundless  vigor,  and  a  boundless  field, 

Not  to  eat  the  harvest  of  our  neighbor, 
But  our  own  fate's  reaping-hook  to  wield— 
Gathering  only  what  our  lands  may  yield. 


EIGHTH  DAY. 
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SEVEN. 

Beloved  Saviour,  speed  the  day, 
When  borne  from  sin  and  earth  away, 
My  soul  shall  hail  Thy  love's  display, 
And  ever  in  Thy  presence  stay. 

East. 

EIGHT. 

Eternal  One,  Almighty  Trine  ! 

(Since  Thou  art  ours,  and  we  are  Thine,) 

By  all  Thy  love  did  once  resign, 

By  all  the  grace  Thy  Heavens  still  hide, 

We  pray  Thee,  keep  us  at  Thy  side, 

Creator,  Saviour,  strengthening  Guide. 

Keble. 

NINE. 

Not  to  my  wish,  but  to  my  want, 

Bo  Thou  Thy  gifts  supply  ; 
Unasked,  what  good  Thou  knowest,  grant ; 

What  ill,  though  asked,  deny. 

TEN. 

Thy  judgments,  Lord,  are  always  right, 
Though  often  dark  to  sense  and  sight: 
And  our  afflictions  Thou  wilt  bless, 
To  show  Thy  wondrous  faithfulness. 
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ELEVEN. 
Eternal  Sun' of  righteousness, 

Display  Thy  beams  divine, 
And  cause  the  glory  of  Thy  face 

Upon  my  heart  to  shine. 

TWELVE. 

Thy  name,  bless'd  Jesus,  is  my  plea, 
The  dearest,  sweetest  name  to  me. 


iittth  gag- 

ONE. 

ON  His  love  your  burden  cast, 
On  His  love  your  thoughts  employ 
Weeping  for  a  while  may  last, 
But  the  morning  brings  the  joy. 

TWO. 

Two  worlds  are  ours  :  'tis  only  Sin 

Forbids  us  to  descry 
The  mystic  heaven  and  earth  withi 

Plain  as  the  sea  and  sky. 
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Thou,  who  hast  given  me  eyes  to  see, 
And  love  this  sight  so  fair, 

Give  me  a  heart  to  find  out  Thee, 
And  read  Thee  everywhere. 

Keble. 

THREE. 

The  spring  of  the  regenerate  heart, 
The  pulse,  the  glow  of  every  part, 
Is  the  true  love  of  Christ  our  Lord, 
As  man  embraced,  as  God  adored. 

Idem. 

FOUR. 

From  darkness  here,  and  dreariness, 

We  ask  not  full  repose, 
Only  be  Thou  at  hand  to  bless 

Our  trial-hour  of  woes. 
Is  not  the  pilgrim's  toil  o'erpaid 
By  the  clear  rill  and  palmy  shade  ? 
And  see  we  not,  up  Earth's  dark  glade, 

The  gate  of  Heaven  unclose  ? 

Idem. 

FIVE. 

Duties  are  ours  :  events  are  God's.  This 
removes  an  infinite  burden  from  the  shoulders 
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of  a  miserable,  tempted,  dying  creature.  On 
this  consideration,  only,  can  he  securely  lay 
down  his  head,  and  close  his  eyes. 

Cecil. 

SIX. 

So  is  it  with  true  Christian  hearts  ; 

Their  mutual  share  in  Jesus'  blood 
An  everlasting  bond  imparts 

Of  holiest  brotherhood  : 
Oh  !  might  we  all  our  lineage  prove, 
Give  and  forgive,  do  good  and  love, 
By  soft  endearments  in  kind  strife 
Lightening  the  load  of  daily  life  ! 

o  °  Keble. 

SEYEX. 

Safe  in  the  bosom  of  thy  God, 
How  wilt  thou  then  look  back,  and  smile 
On  thoughts  that  bitterest  seemed  erewhile, 
And  bless  the  pangs  that  made  thee  see 
This  was  no  world  of  rest  for  thee ! 

Idem. 

EIGHT. 

God  loves  no  hearts  to  others  iced, 
Nor  erring  flatteries,  which  bedim 

Our  glorious  membership  of  Christ, 
Wherein  all  loving  Mis  love  Him. 

Coventry  Patmorc. 
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NINE. 

Is  thy  cruse  of  comfort  wasting?  rise  and 

share  it  with  another ; 
And  through  all  the  years  of  famine  it  shall 

serve  thee  for  a  brother. 
Love  divine  will  fill  thy  storehouse,  or  thy 

handful  still  renew  : 
Scanty  fare  for  one  will,  often,  make  a  royal 

feast  for  two. 
For  the  heart  grows  rich  in  giving ;  all  its 

wrealth  is  living  grain  ; 
Seeds,  wmich  mildew  in  the  garner,  scattered, 

fill  with  gold  the  plain. 

TEN. 

There  is  nothing  that  interests  you  that  is 
too  little  to  confide  to  your  God  in  the  soli- 
tude of  closet-prayer.  You  may  enter  into 
your  chamber,  and  shut  your  door,  and,  secure 
of  a  kindly  hearing,  you  may  tell  your  Father 
which  is  in  secret  of  little  things  which  worry 
and  vex  you,  and  retard  you  in  your  spiritual 
life,  which  are  yet  so  little  that  you  would  be 
ashamed  to  confess  to  your  nearest  friend 
4  * 
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how  great  a  space  they  fill  up  in  your  heart. 
Fix  it  in  your  mind,  that  there  is  no  duty, 
however  little,  which  we  can  do  without 
God's  grace,  — and  no  temptation,  however 
small,  which  we  can  resist  without  God's 
grace. 

6  A  II.  Boyd. 

ELEVEN. 

A  very  small  page  will  serve  for  the  num- 
ber of  our  good  works,  when  vast  volumes 
will  not  contain  our  evil  deeds. 

Bp.  Wilson. 

TWELVE. 

They  that  be  wise,  shall  shine  as  the  bright- 
ness of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn 
many  to  righteousness,  as  the  stars  for  ever 
and  ever. 

Daniel  xii.  3. 


<$pth  lag. 


ONE. 

HELP  us,  Lord,  to  choose  the  good, 
To  pray  for  naught,  to  seek  to  none, 
but  Thee, 

Nor  by  "our  daily  bread "  mean  common  food, 
Nor  say,  "  From  this  world's  evil  set  us 
free ;  " 

Teach  us  to  love,  with  Christ,  our  sole  true 
bliss, 

Else,  though  in  Christ's  own  words,  we  surely 
pray  amiss. 

Kehle. 

TWO. 

Do  not  look  at  life's  long  sorrow  ; 

See  how  small  each  moment's  pain ; 
God  will  help  thee  for  to-morrow, 

So  each  day  begin  again. 

A.  A.  Procter. 

THREE. 

Be  strong  to  hope,  0  Heart ! 
Though  day  is  bright, 
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The  stars  can  only  shine 

In  the  dark  night. 
Be  strong,  0  Heart  of  mine  ! 

Look  towards  the  light. 

Idem. 

FOUR. 

Be  strong  to  bear,  0  heart ! 

Nothing  is  vain  ; 
Strive  not,  for  life  is  care, 

And  God  sends  pain. 
Heaven  is  above,  and  there 

Rest  will  remain. 

Idem. 

FIVE. 

Be  strong  to  love,  0  Heart ! 

Love  knows  not  wrong  ; 
Didst  thou  love  —  creatures  even, 

Life  were  not  long ; 
Didst  thou  love  God  in  heaven, 

Thou  wouldst  be  strong ! 

Idem. 

SIX. 

If  our  faith  be  pure,  and  our  love  unfeigned, 
if  the  degrees  of  it  be  great,  God  will  accept 
it  into  glory  ;  if  it  be  little,  He  will  accept  it 
into  grace,  and  make  it  bigger. 
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SEVEN. 
God,  the  merciful  and  good 
Bought  us  with  the  Saviour's  blood ; 
And,  to  make  our  safety  sure, 
Guides  us  by  His  Spirit  pure. 

Sing,  my  soul,  adore  His  Name, 
Let  His  glory  be  thy  theme  ; 
Praise  Him  till  He  calls  thee  home, 
Trust  His  love  for  all  to  come. 


EIGHT. 

God  will  not  let  Love's  work  impart 
Full  solace,  lest  it  steel  the  heart ; 
Be  thou  content  in  tears  to  sow, 
Blessing,  like  Jesus,  in  thy  woe. 

Keble. 

NINE. 

Minutes  and  mercies  multiplied 

Have  made  up  all  this  day ; 
Minutes  came  quick,  but  mercies  were 

More  swift,  more  free  than  they. 


46 


GOLD  EX  LINKS. 


New  time,  new  favors,  and  new  joys, 

Do  a  new  song  require ; 
Till  we  shall  praise  Thee  as  we  would, 

Accept  our  hearts'  desire. 

TEN 

Watch  against  all  fretful  and  discontented 
thoughts,  which  do  but  chafe  and  corrode  the 
mind  to  no  purpose.  To  harbor  these  is  to  do 
yourself  more  injury  than  it  is  in  the  power 
of  your  greatest  enemy  to  do  you.  It  is  equally 
a  Christian's  interest  and  duty,  to  "  learn  in 
whatever  state  he  is,  therewith  to  be  content," 

Mason. 

ELEVEN . 

Raise  thy  repining  eyes,  and  take  true  measure 

Of  thine  eternal  treasure  ; 
The  Father  of  thy  Lord  can  grudge  thee 
naught. 

The  world  for  thee  was  bought, 
And  as  the  landscape  broad  —  earth,  sea,  and 
sky- 
All  centres  in  Thine  eye, 
So,  all  God  does,  if  rightly  understood, 
Shall  work  thy  final  good. 

Keble. 
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TWELVE. 

Let  us  not  be  weary  in  well-doing;  for  in 
due  season  we  shall  reap  if  we  faint  not. 

Gal.  vi.  9. 


(Bkcenlh  fag, 

ONE. 


H,  guard  thy  roving  thoughts  with  jealous 
care, 


For  speech  is  but  the  dial-plate  of  thought ; 
And  every  fool  reads  plainly  in  thy  words 
What  is  the  hour  of  thy  thought. 

Tennyson. 


TWO. 

From  snares  that  evil  spirits  lay, 

Save  us  !  and  when  we  pausing  stand, 

Our  poor  souls  trembling  in  the  way, 
Stretch  out  to  us  Thy  helping  hand. 

E.  de  G  iter  in. 
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THREE. 

May  faith,  deep-rooted  in  the  soul, 
Subdue  our  flesh,  our  minds  control ; 
May  guile  depart,  and  discord  cease, 
And  all  within  be  joy  and  peace. 

FOUR. 

0  Christ,  with  each  returning  morn, 
Thine  image  to  our  hearts  be  borne  ; 
0  may  we  ever  clearly  see 
Our  Saviour  and  our  God  in  Thee  ! 

FIVE. 

Let  us  not,  by  sin  deprest, 
Lose  the  way  to  endless  rest ; 
Let  no  thoughts  impure  and  vain 
Down  to  earth  our  spirits  chain. 

Rather,  lift  them  to  the  sides, 

Where  our  dearest  treasure  lies ; 

Help  us  in  our  daily  strife, 

Help  us  win  the  prize  of  life. 

St.  Gregory. 
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SIX. 

Blest  is  the  man,  0  God, 

That  stays  himself  on  Thee  : 

Who  waits  for  Thy  salvation,  Lord, 
Shall  Thy  salvation  see. 

Toplady. 

SEVEN. 

0  blessed  be  the  hand  that  gave, 

Still  blessed  when  it  takes, 
Blessed  be  He  who  smites  to  save, 

Who  heals  the  heart  He  breaks  : 
Perfect  and  true  are  all  His  ways, 
Whom  heaven  adores,  and  earth  obeys. 

Conder. 

EIGHT. 

What  Thou  shalt  to-day  provide, 

Let  me  as  a  child  receive  ; 
What  to-morrow  may  betide, 

Calmly  to  Thy  wisdom  leave  ; 
'Tis  enough  that  Thou  wilt  care, 
Why  should  I  the  burden  bear  ? 

Newt  oil. 

5  D 
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NINE. 

Is  thy  heart  a  well  left  empty  ?  none  but  God 
its  void  can  fill : 

Nothing  but  a  ceaseless  fountain  can  its  cease- 
less longings  still. 

Is  the  heart  a  living  power  ?  Self-entwined 
its  strength  sinks  low  ; 

It  can  only  live  in  loving,  and,  by  serving, 
love  will  glow. 

TEN. 

Grant  us,  Lord,  from  day  to  day, 
Strength  to  watch,  and  grace  to  pray ; 
May  our  lips,  from  sin  kept  free, 
Love  to  speak  and  sing  of  Thee ; 
Till  in  heaven  we  learn  to  raise 
Hymns  of  everlasting  praise. 

ELEVEN. 

0  help  us,  Lord !  each  hour  of  need 

Thy  heavenly  succor  give  ; 
Help  lis  in  thought,  and  word,  and  deed, 

Each  hour  on  earth  we  live. 
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0  help  us  when  our  spirits  bleed 
With  contrite  anguish  sore ; 

And  when  our  hearts  are  cold  indeed, 
0  help  us,  Lord,  the  more. 


TWELVE. 

0  help  us,  through  the  prayer  of  faith, 

More  firmly  to  believe, 
For  still  the  more  the  servant  hath, 

The  more  shall  he  receive. 

0  help  us,  Saviour,  from  on  high  ; 

We  know  no  help  but  Thee  ; 
0  help  us  so  to  live  and  die, 

As  Thine  in  heaven  to  be. 


Mil  man. 


Idem, 


Iraeip  gag. 


ONE. 

HE  who  seldom  thinks  of  heaven  is  not 
likely  to  get  thither  ;  as  the  only  way  to 
hit  the  mark  is  to  keep  the  eye  fixed  upon  it. 

Bp.  Home. 

TWO. 

Thou  must  be  true  thyself, 

If  thou  the  truth  wouldst  teach ; 

Thy  soul  must  overflow,  if  thou 
Another's  soul  would  reach  : 

It  needs  the  overflow  of  heart 
To  give  the  lips  full  speech. 

H.  Bonar. 

THREE. 

Let  us  reach  into  our  bosoms 

For  the  key  to  other  lives, 
And  with  love  toward  erring  nature, 

Cherish  good  that  all  survives; 
So  that  when  our  disrobed  spirits 

Soar  to  realms  of  light  again, 
We  may  say,  "  Dear  Father,  judge  us 

As  we  judge  our  fellow-men. " 
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FOUR. 

Forget  not  what  great  things  ye  have  re- 
ceived, and  what  God  has  done  for  you.  Ye 
are  of  His  flock,  and  His  militia;  ye  are  to 
fight  His  battles,  and  therefore  to  put  on  His 
armor,  and  to  implore  His  help,  and  to  make 
use  of  His  strength,  and  always  to  be  on  His 
side  against  all  His  and  all  our  enemies. 

FIVE. 

As  a  father  not  too  soon 
Grants  his  child  the  longed-for  boon, 
So  our  God  gives  when  He  will ;  — 
Wait  His  leisure,  and  be  still. 

SIX. 

Jesus,  at  Thy  feet 

A  student  let  me  be, 
And  learn,  as  it  is  meet, 

My  duty,  Lord,  of  Thee. 

SEVEN. 

Narrow  is  the  mansion  of  my  soul ;  enlarge 
Thou  it,  that  Thou  mayst  enter  in.    It  is 
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ruinous  ;  repair  Thou  it.  It  has  that  within, 
which  must  offend  Thine  Eye ;  I  confess  and 
know  it.  Bat  who  shall  cleanse  it,  or  to  whom 
shall  I  cry,  save  unto  Thee?  "  Lord,  cleanse 
me  from  my  secret  faults,  and  spare  Thy  ser- 
vant from  the  power  of  the  enemy  !"  Heal 
Thou  all  my  bones,  and  let  them  say,  "  0 
Lord!  who  is  like  unto  Thee?"  and  let  my 
soul  praise  Thee,  that  it  may  love  Thee,  and 
let  it  confess  Thy  own  mercies  to  Thee,  that  it 
may  praise  Thee. 

St.  Augustine. 

EIGHT. 

Show  me  what  I  have  to  do, 
Every  hour  my  strength  renew, 
Let  me  live  a  life  of  faith, 
Let  me  die  Thy  people's  death. 

Xewton. 

XIXE. 

Man's  wisdom  is  to  seek 
His  strength  in  God  alone ; 

And  e'en  an  angel  would  be  weak 
WEo  trusted  in  his  own. 
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Eetreat  beneath  His  wings. 

And  in  His  grace  confide ; 
Tkis  more  exalts  the  King  of  kings 

Than  all  your  work  beside. 

Coivper. 

TEN. 

For  thee  He  suffered,  as  if  there  were  none 
beside !  Only  remember  that,  if  in  the  Pas- 
sion is  thy  forgiveness,  in  the  thought  of  the 
Passion  must  be  thy  armor.  It  must  be  a 
refuge  not  in,  but  from  thy  sins ;  a  home  for 
thee  when  wearied  in  the  strife,  not  a  mere 
cover  for  thy  littleness.  Be  this,  then,  thy 
shield  in  temptation,  so  to  think  of  His  Pas- 
sion, as  also  quickly  to  ask,  for  His  love's 
sake,  His  help,  Who  endured  it  for  thee.  No 
sin  can  long  harbor  in  that  breast  which  so 
looks  to  Christ  crucified. 

ELEVEN. 

0  Thou,  Who,  at  the  eleventh  hour  of  the 
day,  didst  deign,  with  promise  of  reward,  to 
send  into  Thy  vineyard  those  who  were  stand- 
ing all  the  day  idle,  vouchsafe  unto  us  the 
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like  grace,  and  though  late,  even  as  at  the 
eleventh  hour,  receive  us  when  we  turn  unto 
Thee.  -  Bp  Andrewes. 

TWEL  YE. 
The  present  moment  flies, 

And  bears  our  life  away ; 
Oh,  make  Thy  servants  truly  wise, 

That  they  may  live  to-day. 

Doddridge. 


Snurtmtth  gag, 

ONE. 

"T1TE  need  as  much  the  cross  we. bear, 
V  V    As  air  we  breathe  —  as  light  we  see 
It  draws  us  to  Thy  side  in  prayer, 
It  binds  us  to  our  strength  in  Thee. 

Mrs.  Waring. 

TWO. 

Thy  way,  not  mine,  0  Lord  ! 

However  dark  it  be ; 
Lead  me  by  Thine  own  hand, 

Choose  out  the  path  for  me. 

IT.  Bonar. 
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THREE. 

The  wounds  of  the  conscience,  like  those 
of  the  body,  cannot  be  well  cured  until  they 
are  searched  to  the  bottom  ;  and  they  cannot 
be  searched  without  pain.  A  man  who  is 
engaged  in  the  study  of  himself  must  be  con- 
tent to  know  the  worst  of  himself. 

Mason. 

FOUR. 

0  God,  Thou  knowest  all  — and  me, — 
What  my  heart  bears,  and  what  it  needs ! 
My  weakness  see,  — 
Yet  not  my  sins,  for  Jesus  pleads. 

FIVE. 

Myself  I  cannot  save, 

Myself  I  cannot  keep, — 
But  strength  in  Thee  I  surely  have 

Whose  eyelids  never  sleep. 
My  soul  to  Thee  alone, 

Now,  therefore,  I  commend; 
Thou,  Jesus,  love  me  as  Thine  own, 

And  love  me  to  the  end. 

C.  Wesley. 
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SIX. 

God,  who  knows  our  infirmities,  will  accept 
our  sincere  endeavors,  though  attended  with 
imperfections  and  backslidings,  provided  we 
condemn  ourselves  for  them,  and  strive  to 

mend'  Bp.  Wilson. 

SEVEN. 

The  authority  of  Christ  alone  is  to  be  re- 
garded in  everything  purely  religious,  as  He 
is  the  only  Judge  to  whom  mankind  are 
accountable. 

Bradhurn. 

EIGHT. 

The  flowers  of  Christian  graces  grow  only 
under  the  shadow  of  the  cross,  and  the  root 
of  them  all  is  humility. 

Bond. 

NINE. 

Give  me,  my  Lord,  whate'er 
Will  bind  my  heart  to  Thee; 

For  that  I  make  my  prayer, 
And  know  Thou  nearest  me! 
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But  all  that  might  keep  back  my  soul  — 

Make  Thee  forgot,— 
Though  of  earth-good  it  were  the  whole, 

Oh,  give  it  not. 

Gellert. 

TEN. 

Though  to-day  may  not  fulfil 
All  thy  hopes,  have  patience  still  ; 
For,  perchance,  to-morrow's  sun 
Sees  thy  happier  days  begun. 
As  God  willeth,  march  the  hours, 
Bringing  joy  at  last  in  showers, 
And  whate'er  we  asked  is  ours. 

Paul  Gerhardt. 

ELEVEN. 

In  Thy  Book,  0  Lord,  are  written  all  that 
do  what  they  can,  though  they  cannot  do  what 
they  ought. 

St.  Bernard. 

TWELVE. 

If  my  hopes  were  placed  upon  anything 
but  the  infinite  mercies  of  God,  in  Jesus  Christ, 
which  can  never  fail,  I  should  utterly  despair. 

Bp.  Wilson. 


fourteenth  gag. 


ONE. 

CHILDHOOD  often  holds  a  truth,  with  its 
feeble  fingers,  which  the  grasp  of  manhood 
cannot  retain,  which  it  is  the  pride  of  utmost 
age  to  recover. 

TWO. 

There  cannot  be  so  great  a  cross  as  to  have 
none.  I  lack  one  loaf  of  that  "  daily  bread" 
that  I  pray  for,  if  I  have  no  cross ;  for  afflic- 
tions are  our  spiritual  nourishment.  I  lack 
one  limb  of  that  body  I  must  grow  into,  which 
is  the  body  of  Christ  Jesus,  if  I  have  no  crosses ; 
for  my  conformity  to  Christ  (and  that  is  my 
being  made  up  into  His  body)  must  be  accom- 
plished by  fulfilling  His  sufferings  in  His  flesh. 

Donne. 

THREE. 

Consider,  God,  who  in  mercy  and  wisdom 
governs  the  world,  would  never  have  suffered 
so  many  sadnesses,  and  have  sent  them  espe- 
cially to  the  most  virtuous  and  the  wisest  men, 
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but  that  He  intends  they  should  be  the  semi- 
nary of  comfort,  the  nursery  of  virtue,  the 
exercise  of  wisdom,  the  trial  of  patience,  the 
venturing  for  a  crown,  and  the  gate  of  glory. 

FOUR. 

We  can  only  walk  with  God  in  comfort  as 
we  view  Him  as  our  Father  in  Christ  Jesus. 

FIVE. 

If  you  would  be  happy  yourself,  endeavor 
to  honor  Christ,  and  make  others  happy ;  this 
is  the  direct  road. 

SIX. 

Sleep  is  Death's  younger  brother;  and  so 
like  him  that  I  never  dare  trust  him  without 
prayer. 

SEVEN, 

There  is  never  a  promise  in  the  Bible,  but 
a  child  of  God  may  say,  "  This  is  mine;" 
therefore  they  are  called  the  heirs  of  promise. 
The  promises  are  like  a  garden  of  flowers, 
paled  in  and  enclosed,  which  no  stranger  may 
gather,  only  such  as  will  become  children  of 
the  family. 
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EIGHT. 

My  cares  are  blessed  thistles  unto  me, 
Which  wholesome  are,  although  they  bitter  be ; 
And  though  their  leaves  with  pricks  are  over- 
grown, 

(Which  pain  me,)  yet  their  flowers  are  full  of 
down. 

George  IT  itlter. 

NINE. 

Christians  wonder  why  they  should  be 
saved  ;  sinners,  why  they  should  be  lost. 

TEN. 

The  Bible  is  like  a  wide  and  beautiful  land- 
scape seen  afar  off,  dim  and  confused ;  but  a 
good  telescope  will  bring  it  near,  and  spread 
out  all  its  trees  and  winding  rivers  at  one's 
very  feet.    That  telescope  is  the  Holy  Spirit. 

ELEVEN. 

Prune  thou  thy  words,  the  thoughts  control 
That  o'er  thee  swell  and  throng ; 

They  will  condense  within  thy  soul, 
And  turn  to  purpose  strong. 
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TWELVE. 

We  are  only  called  upon  to  live  by  the 
momenta  Christ  does  not  bid  us  bear  the 
burdens  of  to-morrow,  or  next  week,  or  next 
year.  Every  day  we  are  to  come  to  Him 
in  simple  obedience  and  faith,  asking  help  to 
keep  us,  and  aid  us  through  that  day's  work  ; 
and  to-morrow,  and  to-morrow,  and  to-mor- 
row, through  years  of  long  to-morrows,  it  will 
be  but  the  same  thing  to  do ;  leaving  the  fu- 
ture always  in  God's  hands,  sure  that  He  can 
care  for  it  better  than  we.  Blessed  trust ! 
that  can  thus  confidingly  say,  "  This  hour  is 
mine,  with  its  present  duty  ;  the  next  is  God's, 
and  when  it  comes,  Christ's  presence  will  come 
with  it."  This  is  the  rest  of  faith,  whose 
heavenly  calmness  no  storms  disquiet. 


fifteenth  lag. 


ONE. 


H,  thou  afflicted,  tempest-tossed,' 
Let  Him  do  what  He  will ; 


The  storm  is  His,  the  calm  is  His, 
And  thou  art  His,  —  be  still! 

T  WO. 

Be  this,  then,  our  watchword,  for  the 
Church,  for  those  we  love,  for  our  own  souls. 
Be  this  our  rule  in  action,  "  Not  what  I  will, 
but  what  Thou;"  this,  in  suffering,  "Not 
what  I,  but  what  Thou."  This  shall  hallow 
our  hope  ;  this  shall  hush  our  fears ;  this 
shall  ward  off  disquiet  ;  this  shall  still  our 
displeasure;  this  shall  preserve  our  peace; 
this  shall  calm  our  anxieties;  this  (if  it  so 
must  be)  shall  soothe  our  heartaches;  this 
shall  give  repose  to  our  weariness ;  this  (the 
deeper  our  trouble)  shall  be  the  deeper  fore- 
taste of  everlasting  Peace  and  Rest. 

G4 
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THREE. 

Look  not  below,  where  all  is  dark  and  drear ; 
The  thought  of  that  wild  waste  is  full  of  fear  ; 
But  look,  with  steadfast  look,  above, 
And  see  thy  Saviour  s  outstretched  arm  of 
love  ! 

FOUR. 

God  esteems  it  one  of  His  Glories  that  He 
brings  good  out  of  evil;  and,  therefore,  it 
were  but  reason  we  should  trust  God  to  gov- 
ern His  own  world  as  He  pleases ;  and  that 
we  should  patiently  wait  till  the  change 
cometh,  or  the  reason  be  discovered. 

FIVE. 

In  the  tempest  of  life,  when  the  wave  and  the 
gale 

Are  around  and  above,  if  thy  courage  should 
fail, 

If  faith  should  grow  feeble,  and  hope  should 
depart, 

Look  aloft,  and  be  firm,  and  be  fearless  of 
heart 
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SIX. 

He  who  died  for  us,  Love  Infinite,  bids  us 
watch,  praying  at  all  seasons,  that  so  we  may 
be  accounted  worthy  to  escape  all  these  things 
that  shall  come  to  pass,  and  to  stand  before 
Him,  the  "  Son  of  Man,"  Him,  who,  for  our 
Bakes,  became  the  "  Son  of  Man,"  our  Judge, 
when  He  shall  "judge  men  according  to  their 
works." 

SEVEN. 

Bind  all  thy  hopes  around  the  cross.  Be- 
hold it  in  thy  distresses.  Take  it  for  thy 
shield  in  the  day  of  conflict.  Cling  closely  to 
its  safe  shelter  in  the  midst  of  storms,  and 
beware  thou  leave  not  ever  this  new  tree  of 
life. 

EIGHT. 

My  times  are  in  Thy  hand; 

My  God,  I  wish  them  there  ; 
My  life,  my  friends,  my  all,  I  leave 

Entirely  to  Thy  care. 

NINE. 

There  are  rocks  which  it  will  take  the  ut- 
most care  to  pass  safely ;  for  "  Strait  is  the 
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way  that  leadeth  unto  life."  Watch  and 
pray,  and  let  all  thy  trust  be  in  Me.  "  He 
who  followeth  Me  shall  not  walk  in  darkness, 
but  shall  have  the  light  of  life."  My  wisdom 
and  strength  can  ward  off  all  danger,  and 
never  shall  a  trusting  soul,  that  has  given 
itself  to  a  Saviour's  guidance,  be  left  to  perish. 

TEN. 

Those  who  wish  to  bestow  the  years  of  their 
life  upon  God,  must  also  give  Him  the  days, 
the  hours,  and  the  moments.  Only  think  of 
present  duties,  the  moment's  work.  Our  life 
is  given  to  us  in  moments,  and  we  shall  have 
joys  for  each. 

ELEVEN. 
I  11  take  the  showers  as  they  fall, 

I  will  not  vex  my  bosom  ; 
Enough  if  at  the  end  of  all 

A  little  garden  blossom. 

Tennyson. 

TWELVE. 

Let  not  one  of  your  talents  rust  for  want  of 
use.  If  you  have  but  one,  do  not  bury  it ; 
let  it  be  said  of  you  :  "  She  hath  done  what 
she  could." 


Sixteenth  lag. 


ONE. 

LET  Thy  mercy's  wing  be  spread 
O'er  me  ;  keep  me  close  to  Thee. 
In  the  peace  Thy  love  doth  shed, 

Let  me  dwell  eternally. 
Be  my  all;  in  all  I  do 

Let  me  only  seek  Thy  will. 
Where  the  heart  to  Thee  is  true, 
All  is  peaceful,  calm,  and  still. 

TWO. 

I  think  not  of  to-morrow, 

Its  trial  or  its  task, 
But  still,  with  childlike  spirit, 

For  present  mercies  ask. 
With  each  returning  morning, 

I  cast  old  things  away ; 
Life's  journey  lies  before  me  ; 

My  prayer  is  for  to-day. 

THREE. 

Faith  ought  ever  to  be  a  sanguine,  cheerful 
thing,  and,  perhaps,  in  practical  life,  we  could 
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not  give  a  better  account  of  faith,  than  by 
saying,  that  it  is,  amid  much  failure,  having 
the  heart  to  try  again.  Our  best  deeds  are 
marked  by  imperfection ;  but  if  they  really 
were  our  best,  we  should  forget  the  things 
that  are  behind. 

F.  W.  Robertson. 

FOUR. 

Help  us,  0  Lord  !  with  patient  love  to  bear 
Each  other's  faults,  to  suffer  with  true 
meekness,— 

Help  us  each  other's  joys  and  griefs  to  share, 
But  let  us  turn  to  Thee  alone  in  weakness. 

FIVE. 

Forsake  me  not,  my  God ! 

Uphold  me  in  my  going, 
That  evermore  I  may 

Please  Thee  in  all  well-doing ; 
And  that  Thy  will,  0  Lord! 

May  never  be  forgot, 
In  all  my  works  and  ways — ■ 

My  God,  forsake  me  not. 
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SIX. 

Believer  !  desire  to  find  thy  will  in  the 
)ivine  will  alone.  Be  silent  when  He  strikes, 
ontented  when  He  denies,  thankful  when  He 
ives  and  resigned  when  He  takes  away. 

Serle. 

SEVEN. 

Good  it  is  to  bear  the  cross, 

And  so  Thy  perfect  peace  to  win  ; 
And  naught  is  ill,  nor  brings  us  loss, 

Nor  works  us  harm,  save  only  sin. 
Redeemed  from  this,  we  ask  no  more. 

But  trust  the  love  that  saves  to  guide  ; 
The  grace  that  yields  so  rich  a  store 

Will  grant  us  all  we  need  beside. 

EIGHT. 

Lord,  Thou  knowest  all  the  weakness 
Of  the  creatures  Thou  hast  made, 

For  with  mortal  imperfection 

Thou  didst  once  Thy  glory  shade. 

Thou  hast  loved,  and  Thou  hast  sorrowed, 
In  the  veil  of  flesh  arrayed. 
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NINE. 

We  are  the  Lord's !  so,  in  most  holy  living, 

Glad  let  us,  body,  soul,  be  His  alone, 
And  heart  and  mouth  and  act  join,  witness 
giving 

That  it  is  surely  true,  we  are  His  own ! 
TEN. 

Enjoy  the  blessings  of  this  day,  if  God 
sends  them,  and  the  evils  of  it  bear  patiently 
and  sweetly;  for  this  day  is  only  ours;  we  are 
dead  to  yesterday,  and  we  are  not  yet  born  to 
the  morrow.  Jeremy  Taylor. 

ELEVEN. 

Let  the  grounds  of  our  actions  be  noble, 
beginning  upon  reason,  proceeding  with  pru- 
dence, measured  by  the  common  lines  of  men, 
and  confident  upon  the  expectations  of  a  usual 
Providence.  Idem. 

TWELVE. 

Life  is  a  short  day ;  but  it  is  a  working- 
day.  Activity  may  lea.d  to  evil ;  but  inac- 
tivity cannot  be  led  to  good. 

Hannah  More 


ONE. 

ENTER  thy'  closet,  shut  the  door, 
And  heavenward  let  thy  spirit  soar ; 
Then  softer  dews  than  bathe  the  flower 

On  thee  shall  rest, 
And  beams  which  sun  nor  moon  can  pour 
Illume  thy  breast. 

TWO. 

In  the  still  air  music  lies  unheard  ; 

In  the  rough  marble  beauty  hides  unseen  ; 
To  wake  the  music  and  the  beauty  needs 

The  master's  touch,  the  sculptor's  chisel 
keen. 

Great  Master,  touch  us  with  Thy  skilful  hand, 
Let  not  the  music  that  is  in  us  die  ; 

Great  Sculptor,  hew  and  polish  us  ;  nor  let, 
Hidden  and  lost,  Thy  form  within  us  lie. 

Spare  not  the  stroke ;  do  with  us  as  Thou  wilt ; 
Let  there  be  naught  unfinished,  broken, 
marred ; 

Complete  Thy  purpose,  that  we  may  become 
Thy  perfect  image,  oh,  our  God  and  Lord  ! 
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THREE. 

Be  always  displeased  with  what  thou  art, 
if  thou  desirest  to  attain  to  what  thou  art 
not;  for  where  thou  hast  pleased  thyself, 
there  thou  abidest.  But  if  thou  sayest,  I 
have  enough,  thou  perishest.  Always  add, 
always  walk,  always  proceed.  Neither  stand 
still,  nor  go  back,  nor  deviate. 

St.  Augustine. 

FOUR. 

Let  every  man  endeavor  to  make  the  world 
happy,  by  a  strict  performance  of  his  duty  to 
God  and  man,  and  the  mighty  work  of  re- 
formation will  soon  be  accomplished. 

Dr.  Johnson. 

FIVE. 

0  Father  !  we  will  ask  Thee  not 

In  blessing  to  remove 
The  crook  that  marks  our  mortal  lot, 

But  point  it  with  Thy  love. 


74 


)  L  D  E  y  LISK> 


SIX. 

Till  the  time  of  harvest — subject 
To  the  Masters  will. 

Let  us  garner  up  sweet  memories, 

Bound  with  ties  of  love ; 
Pleasant  thoughts  to  cheer  the  pathway 

To  our  home  above. 

SEVEN. 

Love  that  believes  is  always  sweeu 

To  fearful  hearts,  which  Thou  wilt  guide, 
And  mine  may  win  some  timid  feet 

To  the  deep  River's  quiet  side. 
While  from  that  Eiver's  fertile  banks, 

Mv  resting  eye  Thy  portion  sees ; 
O  that  my  soul  might  yield  Thee  thanks 

Bv  comforting  the  least  of  these. 

"  A.  X.  Tearing. 
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grievance;  to  think  so  much  upon  two  or 
three  crosses,  as  to  forget  an  hundred  blessings. 

Sibbs. 


NINE. 

Our  prayer  and  God's  mercy  are  like  two 
buckets  in  a  well ;  while  the  one  ascends  the 
other  descends.  Bp.  Hopkins 


TEN. 

Remember,  whatever  warrant  you  have  for 
praying,  you  have  the  same  warrant  to  believe 
your  prayers  will  be  answered. 

Philips. 


ELEVEN. 

He  who  cannot  find  time  to  consult  his 
Bible,  will  find  one  day  that  he  has  time  to 
be  sick;  he  who  has  no  time  to  pray,  must 
find  time  to  die  ;  he  who  cannot  find  time  to 
reflect,  is  most  likely  to  find  time  to  sin  ;  he 
who  cannot  find  time  for  repentance,  will  find 
an  eternity,  in  which  repentance  will  be  of 
no  avail.  IL  More- 


76 


GOLDEN  LINKS. 


TWELVE. 

Mine  be  the  .reverent,  listening  love 

That  waits  all  day  on  Thee, 
With  the  service  of  a  watchful  heart, 

Which  no  one  else  can  see,— 
The  faith  that,  in  a  hidden  way, 

No  other  eye  may  know, 
Finds  all  its  daily  work  prepared,  ^ 

And  loves  to  have  it  so. 

Waring. 


(Bifilitwiitlt  lag- 

ONE. 

IN  the  Christian  race,  all  patient  runners 
win,  and  in  the  Christian  battle,  all  who 
endure  to  the  end  are  victors. 

TWO. 

So  live  with  men  as  considering  always  that 
God  sees  thee ;  so  pray  to  God  as  if  every  man 
heard  thee.    Do  nothing  which  thou  wouldst 
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not  have  God  see  done.  Desire  nothing  which 
may  either  wrong  thy  profession  to  ask,  or 
God's  honor  to  grant.  Bp.  Ilenshaw. 

THREE. 

When  we  were  children,  there  were  things 
in  the  conduct  of  our  parents,  the  reason  of 
which  we  could  not  comprehend.  And  shall 
the  little  child,  man,  imagine  that  he  can 
understand  every  dispensation  of  the  great 
Father  of  all  ?  We  have  since  seen  the  wis- 
dom of  our  parents  in  that  which  we  con- 
demned ;  and  shall  not  man  form  the  same 
judgment  in  respect  to  the  government  of 
God? 

Bogne. 

FOUR. 

Some  wound  with  the  arrows  of  reproach 
those  whom  God  has  only  corrected  with  the 
.  rod  of  reproof. 

FIVE. 

As  flowers  never  put  on  their  best  clothes 
for  Sunday,  but  wear  their  spotless  raiment 
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and  exhale  their  odor  every  day,  so  let  your 
life,  free  from  stain,  ever  give  forth  the  fra- 
grance of  the  love  of  God. 

SIX. 

Labor  is  of  noble  birth  ;  but  Prayer  is  the 
daughter  of  Heaven.  Labor  has  a  place  near 
the  throne,  but  Prayer  touches  the  golden 
sceptre.  Labor,  Martha-like,  is  busy  with 
much  serving,  but  Prayer  sits  with  Mary  at 
the  feet  of  Jesus. 

SEVEN. 

Still  with  Thee,  0  my  God! 

I  would  desire  to  be ; 
By  day,  by  night,  at  home,  abroad, 

I  would  be  still  with  Thee! 
With  Thee  amid  the  crowd 

That  throngs  the  busy  mart, 
To  hear  Thy  voice,  'mid  clamor  loud, 

Speak  softly  to  my  heart. 

EIGHT. 

Each  man  was  sent  into  the  world  not  to 
be  like  some  one  else,  but  to  do  his  own  work, 
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and  bear  his  own  burden ;  precisely  the  one 
work  which  God  has  given  him,  and  which 
can  never  be  given  to  or  done  by  any  other. 

NINE. 

In  suffering  be  Thy  love  my  peace, 
In  weakness  be  Thy  love  my  power ; 

And  when  the  storms  of  life  shall  cease, 
Jesus,  in  that  important  hour, 

In  death,  as  life,  be  Thou  my  guide, 

And  save  me,  who  for  me  hast  died. 

Gerhard 

TEN 

When  Christ  lays  His  cross  on  any  who 
follow  Him,  He  takes  care  that,  however  it 
may  hurt,  it  shall  never  hinder. 

ELEVEN 

0  Thou  that  sittest  in  Heaven,  and  seest 
My  deeds  without,  my  thoughts  within, 

Be  Thou  my  prince,  be  Thou  my  priest, — 

Command  my  soul,  and  cure  my  sin. 
How  bitter  my  afflictions  be 

1  care  not,  so  I  rise  to  Thee. 

John  Quarles. 
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TWELVE. 

Trials  are  medicines  which  our  gracious  and 
wise  Physician  prescribes,  because  we  need 
them  ;  and  He  proportions  the  frequency  and 
the  weight  of  them  to  what  the  case  requires. 
Let  us  trust  in  His  skill,  and  thank  Him  for 
His  prescription.  ^ 


Jinttantft  lag. 

ONE. 

BE  my  eternal  portion  this,— 
Since  Thou  wert  always  here  with  me, 
That  I  may  view  Thy  face  in  bliss, 
And  be  forevermore  with  Thee. 

Montgomery. 

TWO. 

Let  onr  great  concern  be  to  be  "  holy  as  He 
is  holy ;  "  and  then,  then  only,  are  we  sure  to 
enjoy  Him,  "in  whose  light  we  shall  see 
light."    And  be  the  future  state  of  existence 
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what  it  will,  we  shall  some  way  be  happy 
there,  and  much  more  happy  than  we  can 
now  conceive;  though  in  wThat  particular 
manner  we  know  not,  because  God  hath  not 
revealed  it. 

Mason. 


THREE. 

Bend  not  thy  light-desiring  eyes  below  : 
There  thy  own  shadow  waits  upon  thee  ever, 

But  raise  thy  looks  to  Heaven, —  and,  lo  ! 
The  shadeless  sun  rewards  thy  weak  en- 
deavor. 

Who  sees  the  dark,  is  dark  ;  but  turn  toward 
the  light, 

And  thou  becomest  like  that  which  fills  thy 
sight. 


FOUR. 

The  distant  landscape  draws  not  nigh 
For  all  our  gazing  ;  but  the  soul 

That  upward  looks,  may  still  descry 
Nearer  each  day,  the  brightening  goal. 

Iuble. 

F 
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FIVE. 

Thou  wouldst  have  us  linger  still 

Upon  the  verge  of  good  or  ill, 

That  on  Thy  guiding  hand  unseen 

Our  undivided  hearts  may  lean, 

And  this  our  frail  and  foundering  bark 

Glide  in  the  narrow  wake  of  Thy  beloved  ark. 

Idem. 

SIX. 

Faith  has  an  influence  upon  all  other  graces; 
it  is  like  a  silver  thread  that  runs  through  a 
chain  of  pearls  ;  it  puts  strength  and  vivacity 
into  all  other  graces. 

SEVEN. 

The  Christian  is  not  ruined  by  living  in 
the  world,  which  he  must  needs  do  while  he 
remains  in  it,  but  by  the  world  living  in  him. 

EIGHT. 

When  wTe  look  up  to  Him,  we  see  nothing 
of  which  to  be  afraid.  The  invisible  God, 
indeed,  eludes  our  sight ,  but  we  can  see  Him 
in  a  gracious  face  we  know  well ;  with  the 
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eye  of  faith  we  can  see  a  gentle,  loving  coun- 
tenance looking  down  on  us,  with  eyes  that 
for  us  have  been  dim  with  tears !  We  see 
"the  glory  of  God  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ;  " 
we  can  trust  our  souls  to  His  blessed  keeping ; 
we  can  worship  and  serve  Him  "  wdiom  hav- 
ing not  seen  we  love," — and  love  without  a 
fear  !  a.  II.  Boyd. 

NINE. 

Faith  is  letting  down  our  nets  into  the 
untransparent  deeps,  at  the  Divine  command, 
not  knowing  what  we  shall  take. 

Faher. 

TEN. 

The  tears  wTe  shed  for  sin, 

When  heaven  alone  can  see, 
Leave  truer  peace  within 
Than  worldly  smiles,  which  cannot  be 
Lit  up,  my  God,  with  smiles  from  Thee. 

Nonsell. 

ELEVEN. 

Simple  confession  of  sin  to  God  is  a  part  of 
true  contrition  ;  and  if  we  go  to  God  with  the 
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humble  desire  to  confess  our  sins  with  a  peni- 
tent and  lowly  heart.  He  will  be  ready  to  help 
us  out  with  the  sad  recital,  to  anticipate  our 
imperfect  words,  and  to  interpret  our  contrite 
tears.  "  If  wre  confess  our  sins,  He  is  faithful 
and  just  to  forgive  us  our  sins,  and  to  cleanse 
us  from  all  unrighteousness." 

A.  II.  Boyd. 

TWEL  YE. 

In  the  Morning  the  shadows  are  flung  for- 
ward ;  it  is  then  time  for  Hope  :  in  the  Even- 
ing the  shadows  are  thrown  backward  ;  it  is 
the  time  for  Memory. 


SFwntieth  fag. 


ONE. 

SOW  with  a  generous  hand, 
Pause  not  for  toil  and  pain  ; 
Weary  not  through  the  heat  of  summer, 
Weary  not  through  the  cold  spring  rain  ; 
But  wait  till  the  autumn  comes 
For  the  sheaves  of  golden  grain, 

TWO. 

When  sorrow  all  our  heart  would  ask, 
We  need  not  shun  our  daily  task 

And  hide  ourselves  for  calm. 
The  herbs  we  seek  to  heal  our  woe, 
Familiar  by  our  pathway  grow  : 

Our  common  air  is  balm. 

Keble. 

THREE. 

Lord  !  grant  that  ever  in  my  heart 

Such  dread  of  sin  may  be, 
That  I  may  never  dream  of  rest 

Or  peace,  except  in  Thee ; 

8  85 
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That  neath  the  calmest,  brightest  sky 

Thy  mercy  ever  gave, 
This  heart  may  dread  sin's  storms,  and  cry, 

Arise,  my  God,  and  save  ! 

Monsell. 

FOUR. 

The  conquering  commander  triumpheth ; 
vet  had  he  not  conquered  unless  he  had  fought ; 
and  the  more  peril  there  was  in  the  battle,  so 
much  the  more  joy  is  there  in  the  triumph. 

St.  Augustine. 

FIVE. 

If  here,  in  the  Church's  low  estate,  the  com- 
munion of  saints  be  blessed,  then  how  great 
shall  the  joy  be  in  the  perfect  love  of  the  in- 
numerable company  of  angels  and  men.  when 
each  shall  love  another  even  as  himself !  for 
every  man  then  shall  rejoice  as  much  for  the 
happy  estate  of  each  as  for  his  own  felicity. 

Idem. 

SIX. 

Are  you  afraid  of  God  ?  Run  to  His  arms. 

Idem. 
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SEVEN. 

Christ  is  the  Light,  let  us  receive  the  Light; 
Christ  is  the  Truth,  let  us  believe  the  Truth ; 
Christ  is  the  Way,  let  us  follow  the  Way. 

EIGHT. 

Show  me  myself,  0  Lord,  by  Thy  Holy  Spirit. 
But  show  me  also  Thyself. 

NINE. 

Let  us  receive  Christ,  not  for  a  time,  but 
forever ;  let  us  believe  His  Word,  not  for  a 
time,  but  forever  ;  let  us  become  His  servants, 
not  for  a  time,  but  forever ;  in  consideration 
that  He  hath  redeemed  and  saved  us,  not  for 
a  time,  but  forever  ;  and  will  receive  us  into 
His  heavenly  kingdom,  there  to  reign  with 
Him,  not  for  a  time,  but  forever  :  to  Him, 
therefore,  with  the  Father,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost,  be  all  honor,  praise,  and  glory,  for  ever 
and  ever. 

TEN. 

The  Shepherd  does  not  ask  of  thee 
Faith  in  thy  faith,  but  only  faith  in  Him. 
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And  this  He  meant  in  saying,  ' 4  Com  e  to  Me. ' ' 
In  light  or  darkness,  seek  to  do  His  will, 
And  leave  the  work  of  faith  to  Jesus  still. 

ELL  VEX. 

Come,  therefore,  unto  Him,  all  ye  that  are 
heavy-laden  with  your  sins.  By  His  own 
gracious  voice  He  called  you  while  on  earth  ; 
by  the  voice  of  His  ambassadors  He  continu- 
eth  to  call  you  ;  He  calleth  you  now  by  mine. 
Come  unto  Him,  and  He  shall  give  you  rest : 
rest  from  the  hard  servitude  of  sin,  and  ap- 
petite, and  guilty  fear.  That  yoke  is  heavy ; 
that  burden  is  intolerable.  His  yoke  is  easy, 
and  His  burden  light.  But  come  in  sincerity ; 
dare  not  to  come  in  hypocrisy  and  dissimula- 
tion. BP  ^rsley. 

TWELVE. 

11  Jesus  only  !  "  Let  us  sum  up  all  that  we 
have  learned  of  spiritual  truth  in  these  two 
blessed  words.  Jesus  Christ's  commandments 
—  our  law  ;  His  perfect  example  —  our  guide  ; 
His  intercession  —  our  Hope;  His  death  — 
our  life  ;  His  love  — our  portion  forever. 


3farfnfg-4tpt  lag* 


ONE. 

NOTHING  does  so  establish  the  mind  amidst 
the  rollings  and  turbulence  of  present 
things,  as  a  look  above  them  and  a  look  be- 
yond them  :  above  them,  to  the  steady  and 
good  Hand  by  which  they  are  ruled  ;  and  be- 
yond them,  to  the  sweet  and  beautiful  end  to 
which,  by  that  Hand,  they  will  be  brought. 

Jeremy  Taylor, 

TWO. 

More  moulded  to  Thy  will, 

Lord,  let  Thy  servant  be, 
Higher  and  higher  still, 

Liker  and  liker  Thee. 
Leave  naught  that  is  unmeet; 

Of  all  that  is  mine  own 
Strip  me  ;  and  so  complete 

My  training  for  the  throne. 

H.  Bonar. 

THREE. 

The  Great  Counsellor  puts  clouds  and  dark- 
ness round  about  Him,  bidding  us  follow  at 
8*  8<j 
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His  beck  through  the  cloud,  promising  us  an 
eternal  and  uninterrupted  sunshine  on  the 
other  side. 

Thomas  Brooks. 

FO  UR. 

Father,  save  me  from  my  sin ; 

Saviour,  I  Thy  mercy  crave; 
Gracious  Spirit,  make  me  clean; 

Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  save. 
Father,  let  me  taste  Thy  love; 

Saviour,  fill  my  soul  with  peace; 
Spirit,  come  my  heart  to  move; 

Father,  Son,  and  Spirit,  bless. 

Bonar. 

FIVE, 

Would  that  one  could  read,  and  write,  and 
pray,  and  eat,  and  drink,  and  compose  one's 
self  to  sleep,  as  with  the  thought,  —  soon  to 
be  in  heaven,  and  that  forever  and  ever  ! 

SIX. 

He  whom  thou  servest,  slights 
Not  even  His  weakest  one; 
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No  deed,  though  poor,  shall  be  forgot, 

However  feebly  done. 
The  prayer,  the  wish,  the  thought, 

The  faintly  spoken  word, 
The  plan  that  seemed  to  come  to  naught, 

Each  has  its  own  reward. 

Bonar. 

SEVEN, 

One  sin  indulged  —  one  temptation  tam- 
pered with  —  one  bosom-traitor,  may  cost  thee 
many  a  bitter  hour  and  bitter  tear,  by  sepa- 
rating between  thee  and  thy  God.  Make  it 
thy  daily  prayer,  "  Search  me,  0  God,  and 
know  my  heart  ;  try  me,  and  know  my 
thoughts,  and  see  if  there  be  any  wicked  way 
in  me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting." 

EIGHT. 

The  best  models  of  prayer  consist  of  brief 
petitions,  so  that  we  may  collect  our  strength 
and  attention  for  each  petition,  and  so  pray 
on,  step  by  step,  through  the  whole,  resting 
at  each  step,  on  Him  who  alone  can  carry  us 
to  the  end  ;  and  if,  by  human  frailty,  we  be 
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distracted,  going  back  where  we  began  to 
wander. 

NINE. 

Be  this  the  object  kept  in  view, 
Evil  to  shun,  and  good  pursue  ; 
That  all  who  watch  our  steps  may  trace 
The  influence  of  our  Saviour's  grace. 

TEN 

I  love  my  Shepherd's  voice ; 

His  watchful  eyes  shall  keep 
My  wandering  soul  among 

The  thousands  of  His  sheep. 

ELEYEX. 

Not  mine,  not  mine  the  choice, 
In  things  or  great  or  small  ; 

Be  Thou  my  guide,  my  strength, 
My  wisdom,  and  my  all. 

TWELVE. 

Men  die  in  darkness  at  your  side. 

Without  a  hope  to  cheer  the  tomb  ; 
Take  up  the  torch  and  wave  it  wide, 

The  torch  that  lights  time's  thickest  gloom. 
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Toil  on,  faint  not,  keep  watch  and  pray  ; 

Be  wise  the  erring  soul  to  win  ; 
Go  forth  into  the  world's  highway, 

Compel  the  wanderer  to  come  in. 

Bona?\ 


8farcntg-£frmtd  fag. 

ONE. 

ONE  by  one  the  sands  are  flowing, 
One  by  one  the  moments  fall  ; 
Some  are  coming,  some  are  going ; 
Do  not  strive  to  grasp  them  all. 

One  by  one  thy  duties  wait  thee, 
Let  thy  whole  strength  go  to  each  ; 

Let  no  future  dreams  elate  thee, 

Learn  thou  first  what  these  can  teach. 

A.  A.  Procter. 

TWO. 

It  is  said,  when  the  prince  of  the  Latin 
poets  was  asked  by  his  friend  why  he  studied 
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so  much  accuracy  in  the  plan  of  his  poem,  the 
propriety  of  his  characters,  and  the  purity 
of  his  diction,  he  replied,  "  In  seturnum  pin- 
go,"  /  am  writing  for  eternity.  What  more 
weighty  consideration  to  justify  and  enforce 
the  utmost  vigilance  and  circumspection  of 
life,  than  this,  —  In  seturnum  vivo,  lam  liv- 
ing for  eternity. 


THREE. 

True  repentance  is  the  grief  of  a  child  who 
has  offended  a  loving  Father  ;  false  repentance, 
is  the  terror  of  a  slave  who  crouches  beneath 
the  lash.  True  repentance  is  followed  by  the 
fruits  of  a  holy  life  ;  false  repentance  by  an 
eager  return  to  the  pleasures  of  sin  ;  as  a  pen- 
dulum, raised  for  a  moment  toward  the  right, 
swings  back  as  far  in  an  opposite  direction. 
True  repentance  creates  horror  of  sin ;  its 
cry  is,  "  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  0  God, 
and  renew  a  right  spirit  within  me  !  "  False 
repentance  is  mere  dread  of  punishment,  and 
dies  when  that  dread  is  removed. 
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FOUR. 

As  Christians,  we  are  followers  of  Christ, 
and  therefore  bound  to  imitate  Him,  and  copy 
after  that  most  excellent  pattern  He  hath 
set  us,  who  hath  left  us  an  example,  that  we 
should  follow  His  steps.  To  see  that  the  same 
holy  temper  be  in  us  which  was  in  Him ;  and 
to  discover  it  in  the  same  manner  that  He 
did,  and  upon  like  occasions.  To  this  He 
calls  us,  and  no  man  is  any  further  a  Christian 
than  as  he  is  a  follower  of  Christ ;  aiming  at 
a  more  perfect  conformity  to  that  most  perfect 
example  which  He  hath  set  us  of  universal 
goodness. 

Mason. 

FIVE. 

For  every  trifle  scorn  to  take  offence ; 
That  always  shows  great  pride  or  little  sense; 
Good  nature  and  good  sense  must  always  join  ■ 
To  err  is  human,  —  to  forgive  divine. 

SIX. 

It  is  sometimes  a  hard  matter  to  be  certain 
whether  you  have  received  ill  usage  or  not ; 
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for  men's  actions  oftentimes  look  worse  than 
they  are  ;  and  one  must  be  thoroughly  in- 
formed of  a  great  many  things  before  he  can 

rightly  judge.  . 
"     J   J     D  Marcus  Antonms. 

SEVEN. 

Consider  how  much  more  you  often  suffer 
from  your  anger  and  grief,  than  from  those  very 
things  for  which  you  are  angry  and  grieved. 
D  Idem. 

EIGHT. 

Words  are  mighty,  words  are  living; 

Serpents  with  their  venomous  stings, 
Or  bright  angels,  crowding  round  us, 

With  heaven's  light  upon  their  wings. 

Every  word  has  its  own  spirit, 
True  or  false,  that  never  dies ; 

Every  word  man's  lips  have  uttered 
Echoes  in  God's  skies. 

A.  A.  Procter. 

XIXE. 

Tliou  who  knowest,  Lord,  how  soon 
Our  weak  heart  clings, 
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Hast  given  us  joys,  tender  and  true, 

Yet  all  with  wings, 
So  that  we  see,  gleaming  on  high, 

Diviner  things  ! 

Idem. 

TEN. 

"Would  a  man  know  himself,  he  must  study 
his  natural  temper,  his  constitutional  inclina- 
tions, and  favorite  passions ;  for  by  these  a 
man's  judgment  is  easily  perverted,  and  a 
wrong  bias  hung  upon  his  mind  ;  these  are  the 
inlets  of  prejudice  ;  the  unguarded  avenues 
of  the  mind,  by  which  a  thousand  errors  and 
secret  faults  find  admission  without  being  ob- 
served or  taken  notice  of. 

Spectator. 

ELEVEN. 
It  is  Thine  own,  0  Lord, 

Who  toil  while  others  sleep  ; 
Who  sow  with  loving  care 

What  other  hands  shall  reap  ; 
They  lean  on  Thee  entranced, 

In  calm  and  perfect  rest : 
9  G 
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Give  us  that  Peace,  0  Lord, 
Divine  and  blest, 
Thou  keepest  for  those  hearts  who  love  Thee 
best. 

Procter. 


TWELVE. 

What  dost  thou  fear  ?    His  wisdom  reigns 

Supreme  confessed ; 
His  power  is  infinite  ;  His  love 
Thy  deepest,  fondest  dreams  above, — 

So,  Trust  and  Rest. 


tent^Ihird  fag. 


ONE. 

fTlHOUGH  thou  seest  another  openly  offend, 
J-  or  even  commit  some  enormous  sin,  yet 
thou  must  not  from  thence  take  occasion  to 
value  thyself  for  thy  superior  goodness ;  for 
thou  canst  not  tell  how  long  thou  wilt  be  able 
to  persevere  in  the  narrow  path  of  virtue. 
All  men  are  frail,  but  thou  shouldst  reckon 
none  so  frail  as  thyself. 

Thomas  a  Kempis. 

TWO. 

It  is  better  to  turn  away  from  all  that  pro- 
duces perplexity  and  disturbance,  and  to 
leave  every  one  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  own 
opinion,  than  to  be  held  in  subjection  by  con- 
tentious arguments.  If  thou  wert  truly  "  re- 
conciled to  God,"  and  didst  regard  only  His 
unerring  judgment,  thou  wouldst  easily  bear 
the  disgrace  of  yielding  up  the  victory  in  the 
debates  of  men. 

Idem. 
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THREE. 

Penitence  asks  more  than  a  tear  or  a  sigh ; 
it  must  sorrow  indeed  ;  and  with  a  sorrow 
measured  by  the  purity  of  that  God  whom 
we  have  offended.  But  this  is  only  its  first 
step  in  the  celestial  course.  The  second  is 
prayer,  — tte  animated  prayer,  — for  the  ar- 
row which  would  reach  the  clouds  must  part 
from  the  bended  bow  and  the  strained  arm. 


FOUR. 

The  seeming  shipwrecks  we  meet  with  in 
the  voyage  of  life,  often  prove  the  very  things 
which' best  speed  our  course  to  the  haven 
where  we  would  be. 


FIVE. 

Thee  will  I  love,  my  Joy,  my  Crown  ! 

Thee  will  I  love,  my  Lord,  my  God ! 
Thee  will  I  love,  though  all  may  frown, 

And  thorns  and  briers  perplex  my  road. 
Yea,  when  my  flesh  and  heart  decay, 
Thee  shall  I  love  in  endless  day. 
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SIX. 

For  me,  0  Lord  !  whatever  lot 

The  hours  commissioned  bring  ; 
If  all  my  withering  blossoms  die, 

Or  fairer  clusters  spring ; 
Oh!  grant  that  still  with  grateful  heart 

My  years  resigned  may  run  ; 
"lis  Thine  to  give,  or  to  resume, 

And  may  Thy  will  be  done. 

Darwin. 

SEVEN. 

If  the  way  of  heaven  be  narrow,  it  is  not 
long;  and  if  the  gate  be  strait,  it  opens  into 
endless  life. 

Bp.  Beveridge. 

EIGHT. 

We  must  carry  up  our  affections  to  the 
mansions  prepared  above,  where  eternity  is 
the  measure,  felicity  is  the  state,  angels  are 
the  company,  the  Lamb  is  the  light,  and  God 
is  the  portion  of  His  people  for  evermore. 

Jeremy  Taylor. 

9* 


102 


GOLD  EX  LINKS. 


XIXE. 

When  we  pray  coldly  and  our  faith  is 
weak,  and  God  is  dimly  seen,  and  the  world 
prevails  over  us,  then  of  a  surety  we  may  see 
and  feel  that  for  such  as  we  are  Christ  died; 
that  for  us  He  died,  that  for  us  He  rose  again, 
that  the  Father  loves  even  us  for  His  sake, 
and  will  give  us  His  Holy  Spirit.  If  He 
tarry,  wait  for  Him,  because  He  will  surely 
come.  Wait  for  Him,  for  ye  are  privileged  to 
do  so.  Wait  for  Him,— wait  at  the  outer 
gate,  though  the  gate  may  seem  closed,  and 
we  can  see° nothing  of  the  glory  within;  yet 
wait,  for  so  Christ  bids  you  ;  within  that  gate 
is  your  home,  and  if  you  will  not  turn  your 
backs  upon  it,  wait,  and  it  will  one  day  be 

°I)ened-  Dr.  Thos.  Arnold. 

TEX. 

Not  the  success  thou  gainest 

Will  be  the  test  at  last 
By  which  the  Master  judgeth 

The  service  of  the  past ; 
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Bat  lowly,  quiet  efforts, 

The  earnest  love  and  care, 
The  patient,  constant  spirit, 

The  trustful,  fervent  prayer. 
These  are  by  Him  recorded,  — 

Each  one  to  Him  is  known  ; 
These  will  He  then  acknowledge, 

Regard,  approve,  and  own. 

ELEVEN. 

Live  as  near  to  Jesus  as  you  possibly  can, 
but  die  to  self.  It  is  a  daily  work.  Self  is 
like  a  mountain.  Jesus  is  a  sun  that  shines 
on  the  other  side  of  the  mountain,  and  now 
and  then  a  sunbeam  comes  over  the  top  ;  we 
get  a  glimpse,  a  sort  of  twilight  apprehension 
of  the  brightness  of  the  sun,  but  self  must  be 
much  more  subdued,  before  we  can  bask  in 
the  beams  of  the  ever-blessed  Jesus,  or  say 
in  everything,  "  Thy  will  be  done." 

Bp.  Beveridge. 


TWELVE. 

If  any  man  love  God,  the  same  is  known 
of  him.  1  Cor.  viii.  3. 


ONE. 

TO  each  of  His  servants  the  Heavenly  King 
assigns  his  appropriate  work.  Let  no 
duty  be  declined  because  it  is  difficult,  or 
despised  because  it  is  small.  A  mortal  may 
be  employed  to  stay  the  sun  in  his  course 
(Joshua  x.  12),  an  angel  to  bake  a  cake  on 
the  coals.  (1  Kings  xix.  6.)  Nothing  is  im- 
possible that  God  commands,  nothing  is  mean 
that  is  done  for  His  sake.  To  all  whom  He 
sends  on  a  mission  of  mercy,  the  Lord  can 
give  grace  to  accomplish  that  mission. 
TWO. 

Holy  Jesus,  every  day 
Keep  us  in  the  narrow  way; 
And,  when  earthly  things  are  past, 
Bring  our  ransomed  souls  at  last 
Where  they  need  no  star  to  guide, 
Where  no  clouds  Thy  glory  hide. 
THREE. 

In  a  world  where  there  is  so  much  to  hi 
done,  how  happy  that  there  is  so  large  a  por 
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tion  of  daylight ;  in  a  world  where  there  is 
so  much  to  be  suffered,  how  merciful  that 
there  is  also  so  much  night. 

Blunt 

FO  UR. 

You  may  have  a  rough  voyage  through  life, 
but  you  have  nothing  to  fear  while  you  keep 
unbelief  below,  faith  on  deck,  and  Christ  at 
the  helm  of  your  little  bark. 

Jackson. 

FIVE. 

Think  truly,  and  thy  thoughts 
Shall  the  world's  famine  feed  ; 

Speak  truly,  and  each  word  of  thine 
Shall  be  a  fruitful  seed ; 

Live  truly,  and  thy  life  shall  be 
A  great  and  noble  creed. 

II.  Bonar. 

SIX. 

Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  nor  turn  aside 
Through  fear  of  peril  from  or  earth  or  hell ; 

Take  to  thee  now  the  armor  proved  and  tried, 
Take  to  thee  spear  and  sword  :  Oh !  wield 
them  well  ; 
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So  shalt  thou  conquer  here,  so  win  the  day, 
So  wear  the  crown  when  this  hard  life  has 
passed  away. 

SEVEN. 

Be  what  thou  seemest ;  live  thy  creed  ; 

Hold  up  to  earth  the  torch  divine ; 
Be  what  thou  prayest  to  be  made  ; 

Let  the  great  Master's  steps  be  thine. 
Fill  up  each  hour  with  what  shall  last ; 

Buy  up  the  moments  as  they  go ; 

The  life  above,  when  this  is  past, 

Is  the  ripe  fruit  of  life  below. 

x  Bonar. 


EIGHT. 

From  David  learn  to  give  thanks  in  every- 
thing. Every  furrow  in  the  book  of  Psalms 
is  sown  with  seeds  of  thanksgiving. 

Jeremy  Taylor. 


NINE. 

Let  us,  then,  with  full  assurance  of  faith, 
press  on  towards  Heaven  — our  Canaan  — 
under  the  guidance  of  a  leader  who  will 
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never  leave  us  or  forsake.  We  may,  indeed, 
tread  a  dry  and  thirsty  wilderness.  Trials 
without,  temptations  within  may  oppress  us, 
and  our  hearts  may  oftentimes  fail ;  but  the 
Son  of  God  is  our  Leader,  and  He  can  give, 
and  wTill  give  to  those  who  love  and  trust  in 
Him,  comfort  in  sorrow,  help  in  need,  and 
victory  in  conflict.  To  Him  be  the  glory  for 
ever ! 

TEN 

Take  anxious  care  for  naught, 
To  God  your  wants  make  known, 

And  soar,  on  wings  of  heavenly  thought, 
Toward  His  eternal  throne. 

So,  though  our  path  is  steep, 

And  many  a  tempest  lowers, 
Shall  His  own  peace  our  spirits  keep, 

And  Christ's  dear  love  be  ours. 

Moultrie. 

ELE  VEN. 

How  merciful  is  it  of  our  Heavenly  Father 
that  there  is  not  that  sorrow  in  life,  that  pecu- 
liar state  of  trial,  that  bitterness  of  anguish, 
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from  which  the  believer  can  look  upward  to 
the  throne  of  grace,  without  beholding  One 
beside  the  throne  to  whom  that  sorrow,  trial, 
bitterness  are  all  experimentally  known. 

Blunt. 

TWELVE. 

Aim  at  and  pray  for  decision  of  character, 
especially  in  religion.    There  is  nothing  so 
ruinous  to  any  course  as  half-measures  adopted 
from  timidity,  never  acted  heartily  upon,  and 
discarded  at  length  from  irresolution  or  self- 
interest,    Learn  to  be  indifferent  to  the  opin- 
ion of  an  ungodly  world  upon  all  points  af- 
fecting your  soul's  best  interests  and  your 
Saviour's  honor.    Act  firmly  upon  present 
duties,  never  letting  the  future  exercise  any 
control  where  the  present  path  is  plain,  and 
your  course  as  a  child  of  God  undoubted  ; 
always  bearing  in  mind  the  well-known  but 
much-neglected  truth,  "  duties  are  ours,  events 
are  God's." 


itoentg-^iflth  lag. 


ONE. 

BEAT  God,  whose  kingdom  hath  no  end, 
vX    Into  whose  secrets  none  can  dive, 
Whose  mercy  none  can  apprehend, 

Whose  justice  none  can  feel,  and  live ; 
What  my  dull  heart  cannot  aspire 
To  know,  Lord,  teach  me  to  admire  ! 

John  Quarles. 

TWO. 

God  has  only  one  method  of  salvation, — 
the  Cross  of  Christ.  God  can  have  only  one  ; 
for  the  Cross  of  Christ  means  death  to  evil, 
life  to  good.  There  is  no  other  way  to  salva- 
tion but  that ;  for  that  in  itself  is,  and  alone 
is,  salvation. 

F.  W.  Robertson. 

THREE. 

"  Whatsoever  a  man  soweth,  that  shall  he 
also  reap."  There  is  no  blight,  nor  mildew, 
nor  scorching  sun,  nor  rain-deluge  which  can 
turn  that  harvest  into  a  failure.  "  Lay  not 
up  for  yourselves  treasures  upon  earth."  Sow 
10  •  109 
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for  time,  and  probably  you  will  succeed  in 
time.  Sow  the  seed  of  life,  —  humbleness, 
pure-heartedness,  love,  —  and  in  the  long 
Eternity  which  lies  before  the  soul,  every 
minutest  grain  will  come  up  again  with  an 
increase  of  thirty,  sixty,  or  an  hundred-fold. 

Idem. 

FOUR. 

Oft  these  hearts  will  whisper, 

That  better 't  would  betide, 
If  we  were  near  the  friends  we  love, 

And  watching  by  their  side ; 
But  sure  Thou  "It  love  them  dearer,  Lord, 

For  trusting  Thee  alone  ; 
And  sure  Thou  wilt  draw  nearer.  Lord, 

The  further  we  are  gone. 
Then  why  be  sad  ?  since  Thou  wilt  keep 

Watch  o'er  them  day  by  day  ; 
Since  Thou  wilt  soothe  therm  when  they  weep, 

And  hear  us  when  we  pray. 

Monsell. 

FIVE. 

A  true  and  saving  faith,  although  it  cannot 
be  too  large  for  God's  glory,  and  for  your  own 
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comfort,  cannot  be  too  small  for  the  purpose 
of  salvation,  if  it  be  bat  the  true  and  living 
faith  of  the  Gospel.  The  shipwrecked  sailor, 
if  he  have  but  been  cast  upon  a  rock,  a  single 
foot  above  the  reach  of  the  waves,  is  as  per- 
fectly secure  as  if  he  were  looking  down  from 
a  thousand  fathoms  high  upon  the  troubled 
waters. 

Blunt. 

SIX. 

Is  thy  path  lonely  ?  fear  it  not,  for  He 

Who  marks  the  sparrow's  fall  is  guarding  thee  ; 

And  not  a  star  shines  o'er  thy  head  by  night, 

But  He  doth  know  that  it  will  meet  thy  sight; 

And  not  a  joy  can  beautify  thy  lot, 

But  tells  thee  still  that  thou  art  unforgot ; 

Nay,  not  a  grief  can  darken  or  surprise, 

Dwell  in  thy  heart,  or  dim  with  tears  thine  eyes, 

But  it  is  sent  in  mercy  and  in  love, 

To  bid  thy  helplessness  seek  strength  above. 

SEVEN. 

How  easy  it  is,  comparatively,  for  our  faith 
to  give  full  credence  to  those  high  promises 
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of  God  which  require  centuries  to  bring  them 
to  perfection  ;  how  difficult  to  receive  unhes- 
itatingly, and  rest  upon  implicitly,  the  prom- 
ise of  to-day.  Yet  this  which  seems  the 
simplest,  is,  in  truth,  the  highest  achievement 
of  faith:  to  live  contentedly,  amid  our  daily 
wants,  and  daily  trials,  and  daily  temptations, 
upon  the  present  enjoyment  of  God's  promises, 
in  the  full  assurance,  as  each  season  of  diffi- 
culty comes,  that  there  will  accompany  it 
grace,  and  love,  and  patience,  equal  to  our 
needs  and  God's  requirements.  ^ 


EIGHT. 

Your  love  is  then  most  like  the  love  of 
Mary  most  like  that  grace  which  the  Saviour 
values  highest,  not  only  when  its  fruits  are 
abundant,  but  when  it  is  revealed  only  by  its 
effects,  when  your  whole  house  is  filled  with 
its  fragrancy,  and  every  inmate  can  discover, 
bv  your  kindness  and  affection,  by  your  gen- 
tleness and  self-denial,  by  your  meekness  and 
charity,  at  whose  feet  you  have  laid  the  offer- 
ing of  a  broken  and  contrite  heart. 
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NINE. 

If  you  would  sleep  in  Jesus,  you  must  live 
in  Jesus  ;  for  so  only  can  you  insure  the  bless- 
ing, that  when  your  heart  and  your  flesh  fail 
you,  He  will  be  the  strength  of  your  heart, 
and  your  portion  forever. 


TEN. 

While  I  walk  life's  thorny  road, 
Path  of  pain,  by  Jesus  trod, 
Lead  me  from  temptation's  snare, 
Be  my  shield  where  perils  are  ; 
And  my  thankful  song  shall  be, 
Gloria  tibi,  Domine  ! 

When  the  weary  race  is  past, 
When' the  goal  is  reached  at  last; 
When  sad  heart  and  aching  head 
In  the  grave  find  peaceful  bed ; 
When  the  ransomed  soul  shall  rise 
All  exultant  to  the  skies ; 
Still  my  joyful  song  shall  be, 

Gloria  iibi,  Domine  ! 
10*  II 
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ELEVEN. 

'Through  all  life's  scenes,  through  weal  and  woe, 

Through  days  of  mirth  and  sadness, 
Where'er  thy  wandering  footsteps  go,— 
Oh,  think  how  transient  here  below 

Thy  sorrow  and  thy  gladness ! 
And  watch  thou  always  lest  thou  stray 
From  Him  who  points  the  heavenward  way. 

TWELVE. 

Infinite  as  are  the  varieties  of  life,  so  mani- 
fold are  the  paths  to  saintly  character ;  and 
he  who  has  not  found  out  how  directly  or  in- 
directly to  make  everything  converge  toward 
his  soul's  sanctification,  has  as  yet  missed  the 
meaning  of  this  life. 

F.  W.  Robertson. 


ONE. 

LORD,  be  mine  the  prize  to  win, 
Guide  me  through  a  world  of  sin ; 
Keep  me  by  Thy  saving  grace, 
Give  me  at  Thy  side  a  place. 
Sun  and  shield  alike  Thou  art, 
Guide  and  guard  my  erring  heart ; 
Grace  and  glory  flow  from  Thee, 
Shower,  0,  shower  them,  Lord,  on  me ! 

Lyte. 

TWO. 

A  heart  renewed,  a  loving  heart,  a  penitent 
and  humble  heart,  a  heart  broken  and  con- 
trite, purified  by  love,  —  that,  and  only  that, 
is  the  rest  of  man.  Spotlessness  may  do  for 
angels.  Eepentance  unto  Life  is  the  highest 
that  belongs  to  man. 

Robertson. 

THREE. 

Take  courage,  be  not  cast  down;  many  as 
weak  a  follower  as  yourself  has  trodden  the 
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King's  highway,  and  is  now  safe  within  the 
walls  of  Zion..  Only  persevere  faithfully, 
earnestly,  and  simply,  in  doing  all  that  yon  can , 
seeking  more  grace,  practising  more  self-de- 
nial, trusting  more  implicitly,  and,  in  the  end, 
the  commendation  of  Mary  shall  be  yours, 
«  She  hath  done  what  she  could." 

Blunt. 

FOUB. 

The  pliant  vine  is  pruned,  and  it  weeps, 
indeed,  yet  is  it  the  more  fruitful,  while  the 
thorn-tree  stands  armed  against  all  approaches. 
The  knife  does  not  change  its  nature,  and  the 
very  dews  of  heaven  only  render  it  the  more 
vigorously  repulsive.  "  Herein  is  my  Father 
glorified,  that  ve  bring  forth  much  fruit." 

A  C.  Thompson. 

FIVE. 

From  the  trial  hour  of  Christ,  from  the 
Cross  of  the  Son  of  God,  there  arises  the  prin- 
ciple to  which  all  His  life  bore  witness  :  that 
the  first  lesson  of  Christian  life  is  this,  Be 
true ;  and  the  second  is  this,  Be  true ;  and  the 
third  is  this,  Be  true. 

F.  W.  Robertson, 
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SIX. 

The  greater  mind  cleaves  to  the  smaller 
with  more  force  than  the  other  to  it.  A  par- 
ent loves  the  child  more  than  the  child  the 
parent ;  and  partly  because  the  parent's  heart 
is  larger,  not  because  the  child  is  worthier. 
The  Saviour  loved  His  disciples  infinitely 
more  than  His  disciples  Him,  because  His 
heart  was  infinitely  larger. 

Idem. 

SEVEN. 

'T  is  sweet,  as  year  by  year  we  lose 
Friends  out  of  sight,  in  faith  to  muse 
How  grows  in  Paradise  our  store. 

Keble. 

EIGHT. 

Flowing  water  is  at  once  a  picture  and  a 
music,  which  causes  to  flow  at  the  same  time 
from  my  brain,  like  a  limpid  and  murmuring 
rivulet,  sweet  thoughts,  charming  reveries, 
and  melancholy  remembrances. 

Alphonse  Karr. 
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NINE. 

There  is  dew  in  one  flower,  and  not  in  an- 
other, because  one  opens  its  cup  and  takes  it 
in,  while  the  other  closes  itself  and  the  drop 
runs  off.  God  rains  His  goodness  and  mercy 
as  wide-spread  as  the  dew,  and  if  we  lack 
them,  it  is  because  we  will  not  open  our  hearts 
to  receive  them. 

TEN. 

True  delicacy  (that  most  beautiful  heart- 
leaf  of  humanity)  exhibits  itself  most  signifi- 
cantly in  little  things.  M( 

ELEVEN. 

He  sendeth  sun,  He  sendeth  shower, 
Alike  they  're  needful  for  the  flower, 
And  joys  and  tears  alike  are  sent 
To  give  the  soul  fit  nourishment ; 
As  comes  to  me  or  cloud  or  sun, 
Father,  Thy  will,  not  mine,  be  done! 

TWELVE. 

It  is  the  Hand  nailed  to  the  cross  for  our 
sins,  that  alone  can  open  in  the  soul  the  deep 
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well-springs  of  the  sinner's  love ;  it  is  the 
sense  of  "  much  forgiven"  that  is  alone  fol- 
lowed by  the  "  loveth  much." 

M.  L.  Charlesworth. 


ONE. 

OD  is  not  affected  by  our  mutability ;  our 
VX  changes  do  not  alter  Him.  When  we  are 
restless,  He  remains  serene  and  calm ;  when 
we  are  low,  selfish,  mean,  or  dispirited,  He  is 
still  the  unalterable  I  AM — the  same  yester- 
day, to-day,  and  forever,  —  in  whom  is  no 
variableness,  neither  shadow  of  turning.  Wrhat 
God  is  in  Himself, —  not  what  we  may  chance 
to  feel  Him  in  this  or  that  moment  to  be, — 
that  is  our  hope.  "  My  soul,  hope  thou  in 
God!" 

F.  W.  Robertson, 
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TWO. 

'Tie  not  the  lightly  laden  heart  of  man 
That  loves  the  best  the  Hand  that  blesses  all ; 
But  that  which,  groaning  with  its  weight  of  sin, 
Meets  with  the  mercy  which  forgiveth  much. 

THREE. 

Feelings  are  like  chemicals  —  the  more  you 

analyze  them,  the  worse  they  smell.    So  it  is 

best  not  to  stir  them  up  very  much,  only 

enough  to  convince  one's  self  that  they  are 

offensively  wrong,  and  then  look  away  as  far 

as  possible,  out  of  one's  self,  for  a  purifying 

power;  and  that,  we  know,  can  only  come 

from  Him  who  holds  our  hearte  in  His  hands, 

and  can  turn  us  whither  He  will. 

Charles  Kingsley. 

FOUR. 

Whether  we  work  with  our  head  or  our 
hands,  it  is  all  one  in  the  eyes  of  God,  who 
keeps  account  of  everything  that  is  under- 
taken in  His  Name. 

Eugenie  de  hueim. 
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FIVE. 

The  effect  of  every  burden  laid  down  is  to 
leave  us  relieved  ;  and  when  the  soul  has  laid 
down  that  of  its  faults  at  the  feet  of  God,  it 
feels  as  though  it  had  wings. 

Idem. 

SIX. 

In  life,  Thy  promises  of  aid 

Forbid  my  heart  to  be  afraid ; 

In  death,  peace  gently  veils  the  eyes; 

Christ  rose,  and  I  shall  surely  rise. 

0  all-sufficient  Saviour  !  be 

This  all-sufficiency  to  me  ; 

Nor  pain,  nor  sin,  nor  death  can  harm 

The  weakest  shielded  by  Thine  arm. 

SEVEN. 

The  more  durable  ties  of  friendship  are 
those  which  result  from  a  union  of  minds 
formed  upon  religious  principles.  Freely  to 
give  reproof,  and  thankfully  to  receive  it,  is 
an  indispensable  condition  of  true  friendship 
11 
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EIGHT. 

By  the  removal  of  prized  and  cherished 
earthly  props  and  refnges,  God  would  unfold 
more  of  His  own  tenderness. 

NINE. 

We  must  not  expect  that  our  roses  will 
grow  without  thorns ;  but  then  they  are  use- 
ful and  instructive  thorns,  which,  by  pricking 
the  fingers  of  the  too  hasty  plucker,  teach 
future  caution. 

Richardson. 

TEN. 

Our  nature  being  subject  to  change,  so  long 
as  this  our  mortality  endures,  although  it  be 
advanced  to  the  very  highest,  earnest  love  of 
all  excellence,  still  ever,  as  it  may  fall  back, 
so  also  may  it  grow. 

ELEVEN. 

Heaven  gives  us  friends  to  bless  the  present 
scene ; 

Removes  them  to  prepare  us  for  the  next. 
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TWEL  YE. 

Day  by  day  we  must  grow  or  decay  ;  yet 
day  by  day  we  rise,  and  night  by  night  lie 
down,  and  see  not,  except  rarely,  the  growth 
of  others,  or  our  own.  For  it  is  the  very 
marvellousness  of  God's  works,  in  nature,  in 
the  Church,  in  each  single  soul,  that  they  go 
on  so  noiselessly.  "  Axe  and  hammer"  are 
not  heard,  but  the  House  of  the  Lord  is  raised 
without  hands. 


©ujentg-iBijglith  lag- 

ONE. 

IF  you  must  form  harsh  judgments,  form 
them  of  yourself,  not  of  others ;  and,  in 
general,  begin  by  attending  to  your  own  defi- 
ciencies first,  If  every  one  would  sweep  up 
his  own  walk,  we  should  have  very  clean 
streets. 

TWO. 

Bring  to  God  your  natural  wants,  and  your 
innocent  desires  as  they  rise  in  your  minds; 
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tell  Him  your  own  wishes,  give  up  to  His 
decision  their  disappointment  or  satisfaction; 
ask  with  this  reserve  —  if  it  be  expedient  for 
me.  And  when,  as  assuredly  will  occur,  day 
after  day  in  your  life,  you  find  blessings  com- 
ing down  upon  your  head,  you  see  not  how, 
dangers  escaped  imperceptibly,  temptations 
diminishing  without  effort,  —  see  in  it  all  the 
finger  of  God  watching  over  your  own  indi- 
vidual interests,  and  hearing  your  specific 
petitions. 

THREE. 

Our  life  is  determined  for  us  ;  and  it  makes 
the  mind  very  free  when  wre  give  up  wishing, 
and  only  think  of  bearing  what  is  laid  upon 
us,  and  doing  wThat  is  given  us  to  do. 

FOU1L 

Knowledge  and  wisdom,  far  from  being  one, 
Have  oft-times  no  connection.  Knowledge 
dwells 

In  heads  replete  with  thoughts  of  other  men ; 
Wisdom,  in  minds  attentive  to  their  own. 

Cowper. 
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FIVE. 
God  doth  not  need 
Either  man's  work  or  His  own  gifts  ;  who  best 
Bear  His  mild  yoke,  they  serve  Him  best; 
His  state 

Is  kingly;  thousands  at  His  bidding  speed, 
And  post  o'er  land  and  ocean  without  rest ; 
They  also  serve  who  only  stand  and  wait. 

Milton. 

SIX. 

The  influence  of  religion  should  be  an  at- 
mosphere pervading  all  things  connected  with 
our  being.  It  ought  to  be  the  element  in 
which  a  Christian  lives,  rather  than  the  sanc- 
tuary to  which  he  retires. 

SEVEN. 

If  happiness  hae  not  her  seat 

And  centre  in  the  breast, 
We  may  be  wise,  or  rich,  or  great, 

But  never  can  be  blest ; 
11* 
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Nae  treasures,  nor  pleasures, 

Could  make  us  happy  lang  ; 
The  heart,  aye 's  the  part,  aye, 

That  makes  us  right  or  wrang. 

Burns. 

EIGHT. 

In  this  world  the  Christian's  white  robe 
will  be  very  likely  to  be  entangled  and  de- 
filed, if  he  wear  it  too  tlowingly.  Our  only, 
safest  way  is  to  gird  up  our  affections  wholly. 
When  we  come  to  the  place  of  our  rest,  we 
may  wear  our  long  white  robes  in  full  length 
without  disturbance  ;  for  no  unclean  thing  is 
there;  yea,  the  streets  of  that  New  Jerusa- 
lem are  paved  with  gold. 

x  Leighton. 

XIXE. 

When  engineers  would  bridge  a  stream,  they 
often  carry  over  at  first  but  a  single  thread. 
With  that  they  next  stretch  a  wire  across; 
then,  strand  is  added  to  strand,  until  a  foun- 
dation is  laid  for  planks  ;  and  now,  the  bold 
engineer  finds  safe  footway,  and  walks  from 
side  to  side.    So  God  takes  from  us  some 
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golden-threaded  pleasure,  and  stretches  it 
home  into  heaven.  Then  He  takes  a  child,  and 
then  a  friend.  Thus  He  bridges  death,  and 
teaches  the  thoughts  of  the  most  timid  to  find 
their  way  hither  and  thither  between  the  two 
spheres. 

TEN. 

A  deaf  and  dumb  person  being  asked  to 
give  his  idea  of  forgiveness,  took  a  pencil  and 
wrote,  "  It  is  the  sweetness  which  flowers  yield 
when  trampled  upon." 

ELEVEN. 

There  are  lessons  of  patience  and  submis- 
sion, yea,  and  of  gratitude,  which  are  best 
learned  when  the  head  is  low.  There  is  a 
mellowing  of  the  man  which  is  the  cloudy 
autumn  weather  of  weakness  or  decline  — 
a  softening  of  the  spirit,  an  enlargement  of 
experience,  a  meeker  waiting  upon  God,  a 
weaning  from  the  world,  and  a  ripening  of 
faith ;  in  short,  the  whole  of  that  maturing 
process,  which,  in  believing  men,  constitutes 
the  meetness  for  glory.    If  you  cannot  be 
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thankful  for  the  pain,  the  sickness,  the  re- 
straint, be  thankful  for  the  peaceful  fruits. 

TWELVE. 

Our  home,  our  country  is  Heaven,  where 
there  are  no  sorrows,  nor  fears,  nor  troubles ; 
this  world  is  the  place  of  our  travel  and  pil- 
grimage, and,  at  the  best,  our  inn.    In  my 
Father's  house  are  mansions,  many  mansions, 
instead  of  an  inn;  and  my  Saviour  Himself 
hath  not  disdained  to  be  my  harbinger;  He 
is  gone  before  me,  to  prepare  a  place  for  me. 
I  will,  therefore,  content  myself  with  the 
inconveniences  of  my  short  journey,  for  my 
accommodations  will  be  admirable  when  I 
come  to  my  home,  that  heavenly  Jerusalem, 
which  is  the  place  of  my  rest  and  happiness. 

Sir  Matthew  Hale. 
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ONE. 

MORE  things  are  wrought  by  prayer 
Than  this  world  dreams  of.  Wherefore 
let  thy  voice 
Rise  like  a  fountain  for  me  night  and  day ; 
For  what  are  men  better  than  sheep  or  goats, 
That  nourish  a  blind  life  within  the  brain, 
If,  knowing  God,  they  lift  not  hands  of  prayer 
Both  for  themselves  and  those  who  call  them 
friend  ? 

For  so  the  whole  round  earth  is  every  way 
Bound  by  gold  chains  about  the  feet  of  God. 

Tennyson. 

TWO. 

Good  Lord,  through  this  world's  troubled  way 

Thy  children's  course  secure, 
And  lead  them  onward,  day  by  day, 

Kindly  like  Thee,  and  pure. 

Be  theirs  to  do  Thy  work  of  love, 

All  erring  souls  to  win ! 
Amid  a  sinful  world  to  move, 

Yet  give  no  smile  to  sin. 

I  129 
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THREE, 

That  thou  mayst  injure  no  man,  dove-Ukebe, 
And  serpent-UIce  that  none  may  injure  thee. 

Cowper. 

FOUR. 

There  is  not  now  one  glorified  spirit  through 
all  the  realms  of  infinite  space  and  infinite 
bliss,  who  did  not,  when  he  came  the  first 
time  to  the  Saviour,  come  ignorant,  to  be 
taught,  — sinful,  to  be  pardoned  — suffering, 
to  be  healed.  "  Thanks  be  to  God  who  giveth 
us  the  victory  through  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 
And  when  that  victory  is  complete,  and  when 
as  victors,  we  shall  enter  the  eternal  mansions, 
strange  as  it  may  seem  to  mortal  apprehen- 
sion, we  shall  there  discover  that  suffering, 
and  ignorance,  and  sin  have  peopled  heaven. 

Blunt. 

FIVE. 

This  know,  that  our  Lord  is  tender  of  us, 
and  will  inlay  our  painful  conflicts  with  sweet 
comforts.  And  these,  in  a  high  degree,  usu- 
ally follow  hard  encounters  patiently  and 
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stoutly  sustained.  ...  Oh !  the  sweet  issue 
our  Lord  gives  to  many  a  sad  battle  of  weak 
Christians,  wherein  they  possibly  thought  once 
that  all  was  lost,  and  that  they  should  never 
hold  out,  and  come  through  it !  But  never 
think  so.  We  shall  come  through  all,  ^and 
the  day  shall  be  ours. 

Leighton. 

SIX. 

Eemember,  even  in  public  acts  of  charity 
and  other  such  like,  He  sees  in  secret.  Though 
the  action  be  no  secret,  the  spring,  the  source 
of  it,  is ;  and  He  still  looks  upon  that.  He 
sees  by  what  weights  the  wheels  go ;  views  the 
heart,  the  hidden  bent  and  intention  of  it, 
which  man  cannot  see.  So,  then,  though,  in 
some  cases,  it  is  necessary  to  be  seen  in  order 
to  do,  yet,  in  no  case,  do,  in  order  to  be  seen. 

Idem, 

SEVEN 

"  Sufficient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof." 
Christ  hath  spoken  it.  With  such  words  let 
U3  be  content  to  resign  the  future  to  His  keep- 
ing, who  surveys  the  Future,  as  He  does  the 
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Past  and  Present  — at  a  glance;  who  shapes 
it  as  He  pleases ;  and  who  will  enable  us  to 
bear  whatever  His  Providence  shall  see  fit 
therein  to  order  for  us. 

Burgon. 

EIGHT. 

If  thou  wouldst  find  much  favor  and  peace 
with  God  and  man,  be  very  low  in  thine  own 
eves.    Forgive  thyself  little,  and  others  much. 

Leighton. 

NINE. 

Oh!  that  this  truth  were  ever  before  us, 
that  all  our  thoughts  are  under  His  eye  !  If 
we  knew  that  they  were  under  the  eye  of  some 
grave,  wise  man,  how  wary  and  choice  should 
we  be  of  them !  And  shall  we  have  less  re- 
gard to  our  holiest  and  wisest  Lord,  to  whom 

they  are  all  naked  and  open  ? 

J  Idem. 

TEX. 

He  that  holds  not  out  his  hand  to  a  sinner, 
nor   bears  his  brother's  burden,  breaks  a 
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bruised  reed;  and  he  who  despises  a  weak 
spark  of  faith  in  a  little  one,  quenches  smok- 
ing flax. 

ELEVEN. 

In  St.  Peter  are  figured  both  the  strong  and 
the  weak  ;  the  strong,  in  that  he  walked  upon 
the  water;  the  weak,  in  that  he  doubted. 
Dost  thou  love  God?  Thou  walkest  on  the 
sea.  Dost  thou  love  the  world  ?  It  swallows 
thee  up. 

St  Augustine. 

TWELVE. 

If  you  mean  to  follow  Christ,  reckon  to  meet 
temptations  even  at  first,  and  so  in  all  the 
way.  Unwise  to  put  to  sea  and  expect  no 
storms,  nothing  but  fair  weather  ! 

Leighton. 
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ONE. 

THAT  you  may  be  fruitful,  examine  well 
your  own  hearts.  Pluck  up,  weed  out ; 
for  there  are  still  thorns.  Some  will  grow ; 
but  he  is  the  happiest  man  who  hath  the 
sharpest  eye,  and  the  busiest  hand,  spying 
them  out,  and  plucking  them  up.  And  above 
all,  pray  ;  before,  after,  and  in  hearing.  Dart 
up  desires  to  God.  He  is  the  Lord  of  the 
Harvest,  whose  influence  doth  all.  The  dif- 
ference of  the  soil  makes,  indeed,  the  differ- 
ence of  success  ;  but  the  Lord  hath  the  privi- 
lege of  bettering  the  soil.  He  who  framed 
the  heart,  changes  it  when  and  how  He  will. 

Leighton. 

TWO. 

As  the  grain  bringeth  increase,  not  when 
it  lieth  in  the  heap  in  the  garner,  but  by 
scattering  upon  the  land  ;  and  as  the  widow's 
oil  increased,  not  in  the  vessel,  but  by  pouring 
out ;  and  as  the  barley  bread  multiplied,  not 
in  the  whole  loaf,  but  by  breaking  and  dis- 
tributing,—  so  are  spiritual  graces  best  im- 

m 


THIRTIETH  DAY. 


135 


proved,  not  by  keeping  them  together,  but  by 
distributing  them  abroad. 

Bp.  Sanderson. 

THREE. 

Those  who  listen  most  attentively  to  the 
warnings  of  the  Gospel  are  not  much  solici- 
tous concerning  the  end  of  the  world;  but 
this  alone  they  consider,  that  the  end  of  each 
individual  is  such  that  he  himself  knows 
neither  the  day  nor  the  hour  of  his  departure ; 
and  that  on  every  one  of  us  the  Day  of  the 
Lord  will  so  come  as  a  thief.  On  which  ac- 
count it  is  necessary  for  each  to  watch,  whe- 
ther it  be  in  the  evening,  that  is  in  youth ;  or 
at  midnight,  that  is  in  the  middle  of  life ;  or 
at  cock-crowing,  when  he  is  now  more  ad- 
vanced in  years ;  or  in  the  morning,  when  he 
is  now  in  old  age. 

Origen. 

FOUR. 

It  is  in  vain  to  avoid  external  occasions  of 
temptation,  while  the  liability  to  fall  arises 
from  within  ;  and  whenever  we  are  ready  to 
deny  Christ,  the  occasion  for  doing  so  will 
seldom  be  wanting. 

Williams. 
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FIVE, 

Forth  in  Thy  name,  0  Lord,  I  go, 

My  daily  labor  to  pursue ; 
Thee,  only  Thee,  resolved  to  know, 

In  all  I  think,  or  speak,  or  do. 

Give  me  to  bear  Thy  easy  yoke, 

And  every  moment  watch  and  pray  ; 

And  still  to  things  eternal  look, 
And  hasten  to  that  glorious  day. 

Fain  would  I  still  for  Thee  employ 

What  e'er  Thy  bounteous  grace  hath  given; 

Would  run  my  course  with  even  joy, 
And  closely  walk  with  Thee  to  heaven. 

Wesley. 

SIX. 

We  have  so  often  deeply  wounded  ourselves 
with  medicines,  that  God  hath  been  fain  to 
make  wounds  medicinal ;  to  cure  by  vice 
where  virtue  hath  stricken ;  to  suffer  the 
just  man  to  fall,  that,  being  raised,  he  may 
be  taught  what  power  it  was  which  upheld 
him  standing. 

Hooker. 
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SEVEN. 

"Wrongs  which  we  suffer  from  strangers  pain 
us  less  than  those  we  suffer  from  men  on  whose 
affections  we  had  counted;  for  besides  the 
bodily  affliction,  there  is  then  the  pain  of  lost 
affection. 

EIGHT. 

In  the  soul,  when  all  within  is  in  confusion 
and  noise, — the  heart  working  like  a  troubled 
sea,  and  finding  no  rest  either  from  its  own 
persuasions  or  the  most  skilful  speeches  of 
others,  but,  amid  all,  likely  to  be  swallowed 
up  or  split  in  pieces;  then,  one  word  from 
Christ's  mouth  quiets  all  presently,  and  makes 
the  soul  calmer  and  smoother  than  the  stillest 
water  in  the  fairest  day. 

Leighton. 

NINE. 

Lord,  Thy  glory  fills  the  heaven ; 

Earth  is  with  its  fulness  stored; 
Unto  Thee  be  glory  given, 

Holy,  Holy,  Holy  Lord! 
12  * 


138 


GOLDEN  LINKS. 


Thus  Thy  glorious  name  confessing, 

We  adopt  the  angels'  cry, 
"  Holy,  Holy,  Holy  "  —  blessing 

Thee,  the  Lord  our  God  most  High ! 

TEN. 

I  firmly  believe  that  the  natural  tendency 
of  all  moral  currents,  apart  from  God's  grace, 
is  downward.  Apart  from  that,  we  shall 
always  grow  worse  ;  with  it  we  shall  always 
grow  better.  Believe  me,  my  reader,  when  I 
say,  that  if  all  our  life  and  all  our  lot  be  not 
hallowed  by  the  presence  in  all  of  the  Blessed 
Spirit,  we  may  be  sure  that  we  are  breathing 
a  moral  atmosphere  which  wants  just  the  pre- 
cious ozone  that  is  needful  to  true  health  and 

llfe'  A.  H.  Boyd, 

ELEVEN. 

Let  us  "  grow  in  grace."  Let  us  try,  by 
God's  aid,  to  grow  better,  kinder,  humbler, 
more  patient,  more  earnest  to  do  good  to  all. 
If  the  germ  of  the  better  life  be  implanted  in 
us  by  the  Blessed  Spirit  and  tended  by  Him 
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day  by  day,  —  if  we  trust  our  Saviour  and  love 
our  God,  —  then  our  whole  existence,  here  and 
hereafter,  will  be  a  glorious  progress  from 
good  to  better. 

Idem. 

TWELVE. 

Let  us,  if  we  are  wise  men,  hold  by  the 
grand  principle  of  Step  by  Step  ;  let  us  be 
thankful  that  God,  knowing  that  weariness  is 
a  thing  that  must  be  felt  at  intervals  by  the 
minds  and  bodies  of  all  His  creatures,  has 
appointed  that  they  shall  live  in  a  world  of 
Beginnings  and  Ends.  Yes,  we  can  stand  a 
day  at  a  time  ;  but  if  we  forget  the  law  of 
beginnings  and  ends,  we  shall  come  to  be 
bearing  the  weight  of  a  hundred  days  to- 
gether.   And  that  will  crush  the  strongest. 

Idem. 


ONE. 

NOTHING  will  sustain  you  in  a  dying 
hour,  nothing  will  support  you  upon  a 
dying  bed,  but  truth.  Be  not,  then,  content 
to  live  upon  that  on  which  you  cannot  die. 
There  may  be  much  indistinctness  in  the 
mind,  something  even  of  error ;  but  if  the 
truth  be  there ;  if  the  Scriptural  knowledge 
of  God  in  Christ  Jesus  be  the  one  great  in- 
fluencing motive  there,  Jesus  will  Himself  be 
there  as  a  Prophet,  Priest,  and  King,  and  all 
will  be  peace. 

Blunt. 

TWO. 

Since  we  stay  not  here,  being  people  but 
of  a  day's  abode,  and  our  age  is  like  that  of 
a  fly,  and  contemporary  with  that  of  a  gourd, 
we  must  look  somewhere  else  for  an  abiding 
city,  a  place  in  another  country,  to  fix  our 
house  in,  whose  walls  and  foundation  is  God, 
where  we  must  rest,  or  else  be  restless  forever. 

Jeremy  Taylor. 
140 
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THREE. 

If  you  are  told  that  another  reviles  you,  do 
not  go  about  to  vindicate  yourself,  but  reply 
thus:  My  other  faults  I  find  are  hid  from 
him,  else  I  should  have  heard  of  them  too. 

Epictetus. 

FOUR. 

Whenever  anything  is  spoken  against  you 
that  is  not  true,  do  not  pass  by  or  despise  it 
because  it  is  false  ;  but  forthwith  examine 
yourself,  and  consider  what  you  have  said  or 
done  that  may  administer  a  just  occasion  of 
reproof. 

Plutarch. 

FIVE. 

Let  us  carefully  observe  those  good  quali- 
ties wherein  our  enemies  excel  us ;  and  en- 
deavor to  excel  them,  by  avoiding  what  is 
faulty,  and  imitating  what  is  excellent  in 
them. 

Idem. 

SIX. 

It  is  more  merit,  and  an  argument  of  a 
more  excellent  mind,  for  a  man  freely  to  re- 
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tract  when  lie  is  in  the  wrong,  than  to  be 
overbearing  and  positive  when  he  is  in  the 
right. 

Mason, 

SEVEX. 

Govern  your  passions ;  manage  your  actions 
with  prudence  ;  and  where  false  steps  have 
been  made,  correct  them  for  the  future.  Let 
nothing  be  allowed  to  grow  headstrong  and 
disorderly,  but  bring  all  under  discipline. 
Set  all  your  faults  before  your  eyes,  and  pass 
sentence  upon  yourself  with  the  same  severity 
as  you  would  do  upon  another,  for  whom  no 
partiality  hath  biassed  your  judgment. 

St.  Bernard. 


EIGHT. 

"  He  that  followeth  Me  shall  not  walk  in 
darkness,  but  shall  have  the  Light  of  Life." 
These  are  the  words  of  Christ ;  by  which  we 
are  taught  that  it  is  only  by  conformity  to 
His  Life  and  Spirit  that  we  can  be  truly  en- 
lightened, and  delivered  from  all  blindness  of 
heart  ;  let  it,  therefore,  be  the  principal  em- 
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ployment  of  our  minds  to  meditate  on  the 
Life  of  Christ. 

Thomas  a  Kempis. 

NINE. 

It  is  an  evidence  of  true  wisdom,  not  to  be 
precipitate  in  our  actions,  nor  pertinacious 
and  inflexible  in  our  opinions;  and  it  is  a 
part  of  the  same  wisdom,  not  to  give  hasty 
credit  to  every  word  that  is  spoken,  nor  im- 
mediately to  communicate  to  others  what  we 
have  heard,  or  even  what  we  believe. 

Idem. 

TEN 

The  good  resolutions  of  the  righteous  de- 
pend not  upon  their  own  wisdom  and  ability, 
but  upon  the  grace  of  God,  in  which  they 
perpetually  confide,  whatever  be  their  at- 
tempts;  for  they  know,  that,  "though  the 
heart  of  man  deviseth  his  way,"  yet  the  Lord 
ordereth  the  event ;  and  that  it  is  not  in  man 
that  walketh  to  direct  his  steps. 

Idem. 
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ELEVEN 

God  hath  many  sharp-cutting  instruments 

and  rough  files  for  the  polishing  of  His  jewels ; 

and  those  he  especially  loves,  and  means  to 

make  the  most  resplendent,  He  hath  oftenest 

His  tools  upon. 

1  Leighton. 

TWELVE. 

Thou  hast  made  us,  0  Lord,  for  Thyself,  — 
and  our  hearts  are  restless  until  they  rest  in 
Thee 

St.  Augustine. 
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